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The Power and Policy of Sa- 
tan bounded and battled by 
the Lord Jeſus Chri/}. * 
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Luke xxii. 31, 32. 


Aud the Lord ſaid, Simon, Simon, Behold, 
| Satan hath deſired to have you, that he 
may /ift you as N heat But I have prayed 
for thee, that thy Faith fail not; and when 
hou art converted, ffrengihen thy Brethren. 


— HE Quarrel between the Seed of 
the Woman, and the Seed of 
the Serpent is ancient, mortal 
and implacable. *Tis almoſt as 

old as the World, Gen. iii. 15. This En- 
mity is maintain'd between the Church mi- 
liranr, and the Church malignant, between 
the Synagogue of God and the Synagogue 
of Satan, as between the or. and the 
Philiftines. Each of theſe Parties have 
their Champion; as the ]/-ae/ites had David, 
and the Philiſtines Goliah. Satan's Armies 
are Legions of evil Spirits, and evil Men, 
ſeduc'd by Errors, deceived by falſe Pro- 
miſes, and hired by the Wages of Un- 
righteouſneſs. Their General is the De- 
vil or Satan. Chriſt's Armies are the good 
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Angels, that encamp about them that fear 
God, as ſo many Horſes and Chariots of 
Fire, as Gehazi flaw when his Eyes were 
open'd ; and Saints, who are as an Arm 

with Banners; with Banners diſplay'd, 
ready to fight, having put on the whole 
Armour of God. Bur the great General 
and Captain of the Hoſt is the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who did encounter our grand Ene- 
my two remarkable Times, once in the 
Wilderneſs, and once on the Crofs, and 
both Times kill'd him with his own Wea- 
pons, once by Scripture, and once by 
Death, as David cur off the Head of Go- 
liah with his own Sword; and thro? 
Death, did deftroy him that had the 
Power of Death, that is, the Devil; and, 
in Sign of Victory brought away the Keys, 
Rev. i. 18. J am he that liveth, and was 
dead, and behold I am alive for evermore, 


Amen And have the Keys of Hell and of 


Death. For evermore! There is our part, 
and our Hope. He is alive for evermore, 
until he ſhall tread down Satan under our 
Feet, Rev. xvi. 20. 1 Or. xv. 24, 25. Till 
then, we muſt neither look for Peace nor 
Truce, but ſtand upon our Ground with 
our Swords drawn, and our Watch er, 
and our Armour girt on; knowing that 
our Cauſe is good, our Captain great, our 
Conqueſt certain, and our Crown immor- 
tal that fadeth not away. 
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ar This Enmity in A proceeds from 
of Malice and Envy, two active and ſtirring 
re Principles; Malice to God, and Envy to 
1w \f len. For, 110 JEW able, with his Poi- 
d, Yon, to reach Cd, ne cutts it out upon 


Man, his Image-bearer. Now, as the 
al Quarrel is old, ſo tis deadly. He is a 
us Murderer from the Beginning, a Serpent, 
e- a Lion, a Dragon, an Enemy, an Accu- 
he Aer, a Deſtroyer: Yea, the older, ſtill the 
ad Jubriler, having ſtill the more experimental 
a- Subtilty. And knowing that his Time is 
y ſhort, he rages the more; as a Stone moves 
o- \taſteit, when it comes neareſt the Centre. 
o* He is now the old Serpent, the red Dra- 
he gon, Rev. xii. 3. the roaring Lion, 1 Pet. v. 8. 
d, ja Murderer from the Beginning, John 8. 
s, 44. Saran practiſed his Cruelty upon the 
as firſt Pair of Men that ever were in the 
re, World, and prevailed when Cain flew his 
of Brother; and upon the old Quarrel, be- 
rt, © Cauſe Abe/”s Works were good, and Cain's 
e, evil, 1 John iii. 12, Ever ſince the Blood 
ur of Abe/, red hath been the Churches Co- 
11 Flour, and ſanguine hath been her Com- 
or pplexion; their Conſtancy in ſuffering be- 
th ing an Evidence of the Truth they ſuffered 
rt, tor. Yet they have not been more forrow- 
ar tul than fruittul; for the Blood of the 
Martyrs hath ſtill been the Seed of the 
Church. From Abel's Time to this Day 
the Serpent hath never been idle, The De- 
is vil hach never been aſleep: Never hath he 
| changed 
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changed in his Mind, abated in his Ma- 
lice, nor deſiſted in his Miſchiet, wherein 
he hath prevailed upon the Children of 

Men. His Method hath {till been either 8 
by Subtilty or Cruelty ; ſometimes as a Tt 
crooked Serpent by the inſinuation of Er- H 
ror, Hereſy and Deluſion, wherewith the 
Church hath been dangerouſly infeſted ; &. 
at other Times, like a flying Dragon or a 
roaring Lyon, by the Fury of Threatnings 
and Tortures, battering down and devour- 
ing with T'yranny and Perſecution. Hard * 
it is to tell in which he hath been moſt 
ſucceſsful. No ſonner had the Church 
| Reſt and Peace from the bloody Sword, 
| but they fell out in Factions, inſomuch 
that the Church hath grown moſt, when 
moſt oppreſſed, as Iſrael multiplied in their 

Bondage. *T'was ſo from the Beginning ; # 


it was ſo in the firſt and beſt Days of the Þ 
Church. As a Serpent he began, and he % 
will be but the old Serpent ſtill. It was # 
| ſo when Chriſt himſelt was preſent in the 
ll Army, S:mon, Simon, Satan hath deſired to 

- 

1 


have you, that he might ſift you as Wheat, &Cc. 
| Thus powerful, and thus malicious is our 
5 Enemy; thus vigilant, and thus implaca- 
| ble. What then thall we do? Shall we 
| hang down our Heads in Deſpair? Or, 23 
| like Cowards, truſt to our Heels, as if 
1 they were better Soldiers than our 
13 Hands? O no, ſays our Lord, as David of 
Croltah, 1 Sam. xvii. 32. Let vd Man's Heart /| 
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Fail becauſe of him ; more are with us than 
Se init us: Yea, if ro be with us who 
an be acainſft us? Rom. viii. 31. is the 
ler Motto of the Chriſtian Warridur. Chriſt, 
s a the Captain of our Salvation, is ſurel 

Tr. more vigilaut for the Satety of the Church, 
he than Satan can be for their Ruin. He 
d; can break the Lion's Teeth, and take away 
ra the Serpent's Sting. This Wiſdom can 
baffle che Subtilty of Satan, unbottom his 
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Sf ceps, and de feat his Wiles ; eaſily break 
rd fro his Forces; yea, the God, whom 
oſt we lerve, is able to deliver us: For, as 
-ch he hath promiſed, the Gates of Hell ſhall 
rd, hot prevail. Neither his Subtilty nor 
ich CTruelry ſhall be able to overthrow the 


aith of the Elect, as the Text aſſures us, 
Simon, Simon, Satan hath deſired to have you, 
g 2 he may ſift you as Wheat + But I have 


| when thou art converted ſtrengthen thy Bro- 
vas #bren. 2 | 

the In the Words you have, r. A Premo- 
/ to dition. 2. An Admonition. In the for- 
XC. . two Things; 1. The Temptation. 


our ® The Succeſs. In the Temptation you 
ay notice, 1. The Perſon 'warning of 
the Temptation, Chriſt. 2. The Per- 
Or, Jon tempted, Simon. 3. The Quality of 
s if the Temptation, a Winnowing. 4. The 
our Timitation of it: Tis a Deſiring to win- 


prayed for thee, that thy Faith fail not; and 


4 of Bow you. In the Succeſs notice, 1. The 


eart Praes aſſaulted, bis Faith, 2. The Power 
fail 8 CL 
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of this Aſſault, rending to make Faith tw 
4 ſtagger and fail 3. The Protector in thi- 
N Cate, Chriſt our Defence, the Seed of th 
| If Woman. 4. The Mean, and Prevalenc 
{ thereof, I have prayed for thee that th 
Faith fail not. The Latter is the Admo3 
nition. When thou art converted, frengthei 
|| thy Brethren. 
I would offer ſome Remarks, 1 Upot 
| the Circumftances of the Time and Occa- 
| fion wherein theſe Words were ſpoke 
| 2. Upon the Circumſtances of the Text 
3. Upon the Warning irſelt. | 

I. Jam to offer ſome Remarks upon the 
Circumitances of the Time and Occation 
| wherein theſe Words were ſpoke. Here 
| the Circumſtances are to be canfidered. 
118 namely, 1. The Time that Satan choos'd 
4 2. The Occaſion, Chriſt's Suffering and 
Paſſion. Hence obſerve, J 
| Flirt, The Afflicti ans of the Godly 150 
| Stumbling- blocks. So it was with the 
| Sufferings of the Head; the ſmiting ol 
+ the Shepherd occalioned the ſcattering ol? 
"18 the Sheep, Zech. xiii. J. The Afflictions o 
| the Godly are Stumbling-blocks thro' Sa- 
I tan's Policy. The Croſs of Chrift is cal- 
Fl led a Scandal. Paul's Chain and Bonds 
{| were Matter of Offence to many. Bus, 
1 *ris ſaid, 2 Zim. i 16. that One/rrhorns he 
if was not aſhamed of my Chain. As xxviiY 
| 20. For the Hope of [/-ae/ I am bound 
li with this Chain, But there are two Ways 

| | where- 
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89 
by Satan makes the Trials of the Godly 
and their Afflictions Stumbling- blocks; 
and that, 1. By corrupting our judg- 
| ments. The Devil perſuades Men that 
' 74/9 the Religion that is perſecuted is not good. 
imo On this Account I Hh was tempted to 
gt hes condemn Job, Chap. iv. 79. Remember, I 
| pray thee, who ever periſhed, being innocent £ 
Ipo Or where were the Righteous cut off © When 
)cca- the Wicked proſper, and the Godly ſeem 
oke to periſh, and be cut off in this Life, it is a 
ext great Temptation even to the Godly ; as 

it was to Aſaph, who got not over this 
N the Stumbling Block, till he went to the Sane 
aſior Etuary, Pſal. Ixxiii. 3. ------ 17. Fer. xliv. 
Here 119, When we ſerved the Queen of Heaven, 
ered we were in a better State, ſaid they. 2, 
os d. By ftirring up baſe Affections, Selt-love, 
and and ſelfiſh Inclinations ; Baſe Fears: The 
1 Iſraelites were valiant till they are at rhe 
are red Sea; and till they hear of the Ana- 
| the? kims. Set down therefore what Religion 
g olg will coſt you. Expect not to go to Hea- 
ven in a Chariot. Forecaſt with the worſt. 
Chooſe with Mies, to ſuffer Affliction. 
Mortify your baſe Aflections, and get on 
cal. @ Reſolution to ſuffer. No fearful Sol- 
ond dier ſhould go to War. Love of God an 

Buagthe World cannot ſtand together.. 

4s hay Secondly,, Obſerve from the Time, that 
Patan is wary and watchful in taking Op- 
portunity to tempt. The Devil walketh a- 
Vaysſ bout like a roaring Lion, 1. Pet. v. 8. He goes 
here- ny B to 
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to and fro in the Earth, 2 walketh up and 
down in it, Job i. . We read Eph. 6. how 0 
the whole Armour of God is to be put on, 
to note or point out the Vigilance ot the £ 
Enemy, his Sleights and Ambuſhments, 


* 
- 


Snares and Gins ; - Inſtance in the firſt Pp: 
Temptation, when he aſſaulte | Eve. 1. He 
tempts the weaker Veſſel. 2. When the 
was alone. 3. By a ſubtile Lye, Yea hath 
God ſaid, ye ſhall not eat of every Tree? 
intermixed with ſome Truth, to make rhe F 
Lye the more taking, Ie ſhall be as Gods \, 

knowing Good and Evil, a Truth, but the f 
» Dreadtulneſs of it covered; for they were 1 
to be indeed as Devils, knowing Good and 
Evil to their fearful Experience. 4. By » 
a ſolemn 5 God himſelt to confirm 


this Truth, for God knows, lays he, 7 - 


pour Eyes fhall be opened, and ye ſhall be as 
4s 


Gods. Where learn, that Saran's ſtrongeſt. 
Attacks to delude are in Gods Name. It" 
he did not father his Lies, Deceits and \ 
Deluſions upon God, they could not be fo, 
ſucceſstul. Satan's Slaves, and theſe that 
are tempted and deluded by him are moſt} 
ready with their ſolemn Appeals to God, x 
that he knows this or that to be a Truth, 
which yet is but a Lye. God knows that 
you ſhall have your Eyes opened, and be 
as Gods knowing Good and Evil. He 
then ſaid, God knows you ſhall know ;1 
and now he is ready to ſuggeſt, ſaying, 
Cod knows that you do know. Wie i 
- acuh 
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11 
and Satan, at this Day, be making ſome to ſay, 
10 God knows that now my Eyes are opened; 
on, I lee what I did not ſee? God knows that 
I know ſome Good and Evil, that I did 
DS," not know: God knows that a good Work 
firſt s wrought upon me: I am ſo ſure of it, 
He that I can atteſt God in the Matter: I am 
the ſo ſure of it, that no Man ſhall make me 
har think otherwiſe. People may have Con- 
re © fidence of this Sort, and yet be under a 
the deviliſh Deluſion. Satan teacheth them to 
; ods Jay, God knows that my Eyes are opened. 
— C I 


the \ 
Vere. 


and 


This ſhould teach us to be wiſe and wa- 
y, becauſe we are weak, 1 Pet. v. 8. 


By The Devil will have ſome Advantage, tho” 
fir m we were never ſo watchful ; bur, the more 
that yarchful we are, the leſs will he have. 
Ve at . We are to watch and obſerve the Time. 
geſt Tis like, when we are weak in Body and 


a ind, diſtempered and diſcouraged, he 
by will ſet upon us, Sc. 2, When we are 
- 1% Klone. Some Sins are not commited but 
My lone. 'The Enemy ſets upon his Adverſary 
* Alone. 3. When a faithful Miniſtry is ab- 
God, ſent and forgot. Thus the Hſraelites turned 
ruth, £ the golden Calf in 14/es's Abſence. In 
 thatime of Goſſ I-preaching, People do nott 
d be provide tor the Time of Temptation, but 
He orget Inſtruction they have got, and ſo 
ie open to Snares. 4. When we are in 
Ving vil Company. Foſeph in Egypt, learns to 
dat wear; Peter, in the Judgment-hall, to 
Datany Top B32 . for- 
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4 forſwear. Put a Coal in the Fire, and it 
| il receives the Colour of the Fire. 'The ve- 
ö ry Sight of Ganting and Yawning ſmites | 
others with the tame Diſeaſe : A Fit of 
Laughter will provoke others to laugh ; : 
and ſo will the Weeping and Wailing of * 
one or two ſet an Hundred a Weeping © 
| and Wailing which may be merely the 
| Fruit of a natural Sympathetick Temper - 
| in People. But, when theſe rake Footing 
| in Places of Temptation, eipecially ſpiri- 
| tual and devote Aſlaults ot the Enemy; 
| 

| 
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the Infection may prove very dangerous 
and ditmal : And that even, 5. When we 
are in good Company. So Peter was a 
| Temptation to Chriſt, and atrerward to 
| Barnabas, when carried away with the 
 . Ditlmulation; Aaron and Arian a Temp- 
tation to Moſes. So may good Men and 
| Miniſters be great 'Femptations, thro” the 
Power and Policy of Saran. 6. When the 
Occaſions of Sin are preſent ; and rempt- 
* ing Objects are in View; then we need 
to be moſt watchful and wary, Prov. xxiii. 
31. Look not on the Wine when it is red, when 4 
it giveth the Colour in the Cup, when it mo- 
vet h itſelf aright. When Occaſous of Sin 

are of a ruddy and beautiful Colour; When 
if the Cup of Temptation moves itlelt aright ; , 
when ſpiritual Temptarions, and religious 
ones, have a fair and glorious-like Appear- 
ance; look not h upon them: Beware 
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it of them, they are like Water and Wind 
to a Mill. | 

Again, it Satan be ſo wary and watch- 
ful, we need to take Heed ot three Sins 
that are his Opportunities; as 1. The Sin 
of our Calling; tuch as we are liable to 
therein. 2. Sins of Cuſtom, that you have 
been long inured unto. 3 Sins ot Conſti- 
tution: For, tho' all Sins be like Weeds 
in a Garden; yer, ſome are ſuch as over- 
top the reſt. 4. Sins that eaſily beler, 
and Sins that the preſent Occurrence makes 
you moſt liable unto. So, when Chriſt 
had faſted long, then he is rempred to turn 
Stones to Bread at the Devil's Motion. 
When People have prayed long; and not 
been heard; then he tempts to ſay, Why 
thould we wait any longer? O look to an 
once tempted jeſus, who ſuflered being 
tempted, that he might be able to ſuccour 
them that are tempted, Heb. 11. 8. 

II. I propoſed next to offer ſome Re- 
marks upon the Circumſtances of the Text; 
which are theſe tour. x. The Perſon war- 
ning, namely, Chriſt. 2. The Perſon war- 
ned, men. 3. The Ingemination and 
* doubling of the Name, Simon, Simon. 
4. The Solemnity of the Warning, Be- 
Hold, Satan, &c. 

Hr, The Perſon warning, namely, 
Chriſt, here called e Lord. Arid the Lord 
. ſaid, &c. Remark that Chrift is a Lord, 

the Lord of Lords, the Lord ot Hoſts, 

1 Lord 
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Lord over Heaven, Earth and Hell. He © 
hath Right by Nature, as God, and by . 
Donation, as Mediator to the univerſal |! 
Government, All the Devils in Hell are 
under his Check and Controle, being far 
exalted above all Principalities and 
Powers, and Head over all Things to 
the Church. 

Secondly, The Perſon warned, Simon. 
Oueft. Why doth Chrift addreſs himſelf 
to 4:0, when the Danger Was general? 
The Word here is, He hath deſired you ; 
but I have prayed for thee The Reaſon may 
be either from the Eminency of the Per- 
ſon, or the Imminency of Peter's Fall, 
which Chriſt foreſaw. xr. The Eminency 
of his Perſon: For we can allow a Pre- 
eminency and Firſtſhip ot Order, rho? not 
of Office, To them all was committed 
the Word of Reconciliation, the Admi- 
niſt ration ot Sacrament, and the Power of 
the Keys, as well as to Peter Nor is the 
Promiſe here made to him, as a Promiſe | 

eculiar to him and to his Succeſlor the 
iſhop of Rome, as a Privilege of In- 
fallibility in Judgment, and Indeficiency of 
Faith ; as the Flaterers of the Roman Fa- 
Etion gather from hence : But, as a Stake 
in a Hedge, well ſhaken and knocked, 

ſhould ftand the faſter ; ſo, Peter bein 

tempted, and then converted, ſhoul 
ſtrengthen others, as he ſoon attempred, in 
going firſt in to the Sepulchre, tho* 70h 
was 
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was firſt there; for, tho' Love be nimbleſt, 


wa Faith is boldeſt. 2. For the Imminenc 

84 of Peter's Fall, which Chriſt toreſaw, and. 
re gave him an Item of it; but more expreſly 
ol anon, ver. 34. with a Peter, I tell thee, 
id hat the Cock ſball not crow this Day, before 
— that thou ſhait thrice deny that thou xnoweſt 


me Chriſt ſaw where Satan had aim'd his 
: poiſoned Arrow, and warned him. He ſaw 
that he lay open by his Preſumption, and 
ſo calls upon him as Dalilab did upon Sam- 
? ſon (bur with more Sincerity) Te Phili- 
tines are upon thee, Samſon: So Chriſt here, 
* S:mon, Simon, Satan hath defired to have you, 
&c. As fine a Web as that Spider Satan 
can ſpin, to inwrap the Souls of Men; the 
nimble Eye of Chriſt can eſpy it out, and 
2 When he pleaſes he can ſweep it down. 
It any ask, Why did he not prevent what 
he foreſaw and could hinder? I anſwer, 1. 
The Grace of God is not Debtor to an 
Man; God cannot be unrighteous in ſut- 
tering that, which he is not bound or o- 
bliged to hinder. 2. God would not ſuf- 
fer Evil in, or upon, his Children, it he did 
not know how to bring Good out of Evil; 
yea, the greateſt Good out of the greateſt 
Evil. So, out of Faudas's Treaſon in be- 
3 traying Chriſt to Death, he brought the 
Life and Comfort of all the World. God 
J ſuffers Temprations to take Place for ma- 
ee $99 Reaſons, as we may ſee after- 
ward: But, here I ſhall only ſay, from 
BN | | _ Simon's 
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Simon's Caſe, Let him that thinketh he ſtan- 
deth take Heed leſt he fall. "> 

Remark, That theſe whom God advances Þ 
to the greateſt Excellence, Satan aflaults | 
with the greateſt Violence. As the Sun 
beats hoteſt upon the riſing Bank; ſo is 
Satan's Envy levelled moſt againſt theſe 
whom God hath advanced above others. 
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either in Grace or Honour, God had no + 
ſooner marked our Fob tor his Uprightneſs, 
bur Satan marked him out for Envy and | 
Miſchief. So the King of Hi commane | 1 
ded his Soldiers to bend all their Force a- 
gaintt the King of 1ſracl/ 1 Kings xxil. 31. 
When Fofhuah ſtood before the Angel of 
the Lord, Satan ſtood at his Right-hand f 


to reſiſt him, Zech iii. 1. Our: firſt Parents 


eſcaped not long, Gen. iii. Yea, he ſet u- 
pon Chriſt hintelt with all his Forces, 4 
Aatt h. iv. Oueſt. Why does God permit 
this? An. 1. r. God permits it for the Tri- 
al, and to for the Honour of his Graces | 
in them, I Pet. i. 6, 7. Thus he turned Sa- 
tan looſe upon Fob. As a Cutler taking a 


Sword, and ſtriking it againſt an Anvil ; 


why, he knows what Metal 'tis made of : 


So, God knows what Metal bis Servants 1 


are made of, and What Satan can do, What 
he would do, and what he thall do. By * 
this Means, God deſigns the Ad ng 
of his own Glory, in the Victory of 
Faith, in the Iſſue. Bleſſed is the Man 5 % 
endureth Temptation 3 for when be is tried, 


bs 
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he ſhall receive the Crown, Fam. i. 12. 2. God's 


* Grace is increaſed in his Children by being 
4 exerciſed. Temptation is a School for 


training up Chriſt's Soldiers; as a Sword 


b gliſters by uſing, which would ruſt in 
the Scabbard. Exerciſe is good for our 


ſpiritual Health; eſpecially, ſuc as God 


| ; deſigns for high and honourable Service: 
He, will have them well tried, as we dig 
low when we. have a Mind to build high. 


Again, as God has his Ends; ſo, Sa- 


7 tan has his. 1. To oppoſe God: Out of 
Envy, hating them moſt whom God ho- 


nours moſt. *Tis the Nature of Envy to 


aiim at the faireſt, 2. This is his Subtility; 
by a compendious Way of Miſchief to 


; # ftrike at the Root; and ſo the Branches 


7 muſt wither ; to cur off the Head, and then 
the Body muſt die; to poiſon the Foun- 
| rain, and then the Streams muſt needs be 


deadly; to cut off the Captain, and then 
the common Soldiers muſt needs. yeild 


or fly. Therefore, they that are moſt 
eminent muit be moſt fiercely aſſaulted. 


Hence learn, 1. That we ſhould pray 


: A forall; eſpecially for theſe that are in emi- 


nent Stations; as all the Members of the 
i 2 & if | | | ? 
Body run to the Succour of the Head. 


We muſt pray for them that our Peti- 
tions may prevent Satan. Pray for us, ſays 
the Apoſtle, and for me. We have many 


> Enemies, we that are Miniſters ; eſpecially, 


if aiming at the Ove rthrow of Satan's King- 
3 1 dom 
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dom and the advancement of Chriſt's King- 


beiore our Time? The preaching of Chriſt 


crucified, and calling Men from Darkneſs ? 


dom. The Devil came with open Mouth 
againſt Chriſt. Why doſt thou trouble us 


to Light, and from the Power ot Satan to 


God, troubles the Devil exceedingly : 
And O! how many Enemies did he inflame 


againſt Chriſt ; Scribes, Phariſees, Law- 
2. Let | 


Tos Herodians and the People? 


en be content with a low State, if God J. 


has put them into it ; for, the more Honour, 
the more Danger. The Chimney and the 


Weather-Cock are the higheſt in the Buil- 
ding; but the one moſt foul, the other moſt 


ſhaken. The Foundation that lies loweſt lies 
ſureſt. Let every one be content with his 
own Place: God knows how to diſpoſe us. 


Again, 3. Men in eminent Place may expec 
to be much aſſaulted. There was never 


any tall Cedar, but was well ſhaken; 
and, if not well rooted, in great Danger. 
4. Hence ſee, that you ſhould pity theſe 
whoſe eminentPlace expoſes them to be ſha- 


ken. Peter did not well underſtand himſelf ! 


when he ſaid, Tho'all Men forſake thee, yet 


will not I. A Coward way buckle on his 
Harnaſs, and break the F 
Words; but, when he comes into the 


midft of the Enemy, then his Valour is put 


to it; as a Pilot's Skill is moſt ſeen in | 
Storm. *Tis eaſy to diſcourſe of Wars and 


Storms, 


ir with great 


0 


Storms, and dying for Jeſus Chriſt; but 
2 *cis another Thing to meet with them. 


Thirdly, Another Circumſtance of the 


Text is, the Ingemination and doubling of 
the Name, Simon, Simon, &c. This Inge- 


mination of Names in Scripture is uſual, 
and uſetul in theſe three Reſpects; 1. It 


3 exprefles an Ardency of Love and Aﬀe- 
4 tion ; as in David to Abſalom, O Abſalom, 
4 Abſalom ! my Sen, my Son, and our Lord 
Jorns to Feruſalem, O Jeruſalem, Jeruſa- 
Jem! how oft would I have gathered, &c. 

2. As it points out the Dearneſs of Love, 
ſo the Nearneſs of Danger to the Perſon 


beloved: So, the Angel to Abraham, 
when he had his Knite drawn in his Hand 
to kill T/aac, the Angel cries out, Abra- 


ham, Abraham. His Words made Haſte, 
one after another, leſt they had come too 


1 


late to relieve J/aac, that lay trembling 


on his Father's Knife. 3. It implies the 
Security of the Perſon thus in Danger; as 
if one Word would not awaken him. 


the Soul? And what Love comparable to 
the Love of Chritt? *Tis Love infinitely 


ſurpaſſing the Love of Jcnat ban. This 
moves Chriſt to double and ingeminate 


us Name, non, Simeon, &c. 2. What 


G8 greater 


Thus, Chriſt called to Saul out of Heaven, 
Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me © Acts 
ix. So Chriſt here, Simon, Simon ; for any 
gor all of theſe Reaſons. 1. What greater 
Love can be than that which is ſhewed to 
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reater Danger than this of Simon, runnin 
into the Mouth of the'roaring Lion, with- | 
out Fear or Armour? Yea his own Secu- 
rity had ſtript him naked of his Strength: 
Therefore, Chriſt, in Commiſeration of 
him, doubles his Name, Simon, Simon. | 
3. Security deafens us to Counſel, and 
hardens us to Danger; and therefore there * 
is Need, ſometimes, of wakening Ingemi- ,! 


nations, Simon, Simon. We need ſome- 


times to give haſty Intelligence of what 
Danger is a-coming, left the Adverrtile- 
ment come too late at another Time. 

Fourthly, Another Circumſtance of the 
Text, that I notice, is, the Solemnity of 
the Warning, Behold, Satan, &c. Behvld © 
15 a Word Re a Beacon fired on a Hill- 

that betokens ſome extraordinary 
Thing, calling Men's Eyes to look to it; 
or as a Trumpet, that commands Silence, | | 
and begets Attention. Here Chriſt is the 
Preacher and the Crier. 

Remark, Minifters are called Watch- 
men; and they ſhould watch over the 
Souls of Men. Watchmen ought neither 
to be blind nor dumb; and we, whole} 


Office it is, ſhould be Seers to look out- J 
and Cryers to cry out, when we elpy a 
Danger ; as good Shepherds do over the | 
Flock, when they eſpy the Wolf com- 
mg, and endeavour to gather them to the 
0 1 
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*Tis our Duty, and we muſt tell you, 
all Places are full of Temptations. You 
trade upon Ice; you go among Snares. 


Satan is laying Snares for you every 
where. There is a Snare in your Profits, 
# Pleaſures, and Honours. There is a Snare 


and Temptation in your Meat, and Drink, 


and Sleep; a Snare in your Diſcourſe, 
your Communication and Company. E- 
very Nighr's Sleep is a Repreſentation of 
Death: And, as Satan, the Prince of 
7 Darkneſs, never ſleeps; fo, you have 


Need, when you ſleep, to cloſe your Eyes 


towards Heaven, and ſleep every Night, 
as Chriſt died, with a Father, into thy Hands 
2 1commend my Spirit, Every one of your 
7 Senſes is a Window to let in Temptation, 
it there be not a Watch ſet upon them. 
Exe found Satan in an Apple; Achan, in a 
Wedge; Gehazi, in two Talents of Gold. 


Yea, there is a Temptation in your gocd 
Works. When you hear, when you pray, 
take Heed. Good Works may be made 
great Temptations to Pride of Duty: Yea, 
good Miniſters may be made great Temp- 


$ tations ; as was Jimez, once and again. 
7 Blefled is the Man that feareth always. 
Natch and pray, that ye enter not into Tempta- 


tion; You need to prepare for Evils betore 
they come ; for, when they come, it will 
be too late to prepare. In Plenty, we 


ſhould think of Want; in Health, pre- 


pare tor Sickneſs ; in a Calm, prepare tor 
2 2 
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a Storm. But, alas! when Men are moſt | 
in Danger, they are moſt pre ſumptuous: 
380 2 in the Danger of the Storm, 
| if is faſt aſleep, and will not be awakned, 
| | | unleſs he be called upon by Name, and 
1 again called upon, with a S mon, Simon. 
1 III. I am next to offer ſome Remarks u- 
| pon the Warning itſelf, Satan hath defired |: 
| to have you, Ro. f 
| Furt Remark. There is no Temptation |: 
of Satan but our Lord is privy unto; and 
0 that, 1. In regard of his Omniſciency. | 
A! All Things are naked and open unco him; as 
2 Man anatomized: So, all the Deeps of 
| Satan are naked to him. His Eye is like 
| the Eye of a well-drawn Picture, that is 
| in every Corner of the Room, Sc. 2 In % 
| ö regard ot his obſerving Office: And he is 


called therefore a Shepherd, a Watch- 
man, the Watchman ot Iſrael, &c. This | 
1s Ground of Comfort to Believers. 

Our Lord Jeſus is very obſervant of the 
Devil's Defires. He oblerves what Way 
the Devil goes; and he never goes to God, 
but Chriſt notices him. The Devil goes 
to God ſometimes to accuſe the Saints; 
Chriſt obſerves that Sometimes, to ſeek 
Advantage againſt them; Chriſt obſerves 
that, &c. Why? 1. Chriſt is intereſted in 
his ye. 2. He is our Advocate with 
the Father. He is the Friend, Satan the 
Foe. When the Devil gets Leave to tempt | 
them, yet Chriſt undertakes to baffle his 

Temp- 
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emptations, O! che Love of Chrift to 


This Children. | 


Second Remark. The Devil is an Ad- 


Fverſary, as doth his Name Satan import. 


2.9ueft. To whom? Anſ. To all the Crea- 


tures of God, and Man in particular, and 


to God's People in a ſpecial Way. Why? 1 
Becauſe of the Quarrel in Paradiſe; Enmi- 
ty placed between them, and a Contrariet 
of Nature. 2. Becauſe he hates God, 
and conſequently the Image of God. 
How long will he be an Enemy? Anſ. 
Always. Why? Becauſe God ties him 
up: He is a chained Adverſary. O be 
Zapprehenſive of the Devil's Malice and 
Enmity! Chriſt bids us love our Enemies, 
that is, ſuch as are curable ; but Devils 
are incurable. O! keep out of the Devil's 
Reach; and keep our of his Ground. 
Watch againſt him, as David againſt Saul. 
arch in Prayer, in Hearing. If he 
empt to Pride; anſwer him with a Scri 
ture, as that, God reſiſteth the Proud, &c. 

_ 

Third Remark. The Devil aſſaults the 
peſt of Men. Quel. What does the Pe- 
Til herein aim at? Av/. 1. His Credit, he 


ſtrikes at the greateſt; and if he be foil'd, 


tis the leſs Diſcredit. If he can over- 
fome them, tis the greater Honour; if 
ot ; 'tis the leſs Diſhonour. 2. His Ad- 
Fantage. By pulling down the Pillars of 
Ihe Houſe, he makes all fall. Thus, he 
A 2 pulls 


ry; that he might be glorified. 2. That 


Soul. So Fob Chap. xi. So Peter, Matth. 


tempt the Saints without God's Leave and 
Commiſſion. This is plain, 1. From God's 
| 1 . 
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als down Adam ; and, then, all fell. Thus 
bs would pull down Chriſt, that he might 


_ deſtroy all. ©ueff. What does God aim 


at in allowing him? Arxſ. 1. His own Glo- 


the Graces of his People may be ſtronger. 
Great ſhaking Winds make the Trees take 
better Root Hence, Want of Tempta- 
tion is an ill Sign. Again, 

The Devil is moſt deſirous to tempt the 
beſt of God's Saints. Why? 1. The beſt 
Saints carry richeſt Treaſures. 2. The 
Devil knows that, if he can get an emi- 
nent Saint down, he will get down many 
moe with him, as Gal. ii. 11, 12, 13. 3. 
Tis the greateſt Diſgrace to the Scripture. ! 
Hence, let him that ſtandeth rake Heed | 
leſt he fall. A Child of God may be caſt 
down tho? he ſhall not be caſt away. | 

*Tis the Devil's great and earneſt Deſire 
of God, that he may tempt. There are 
Times when the Devil goes to God, and 
ſeeks to have Leave to tempt, as, 1. In 
Time of carnal Security. 2. In Time of 
ſpiritual Pride. 3. After the Soul has 
been ſealed, and had Communion with 
God. 4. After Chriſt's Approbation of a 
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xvi 17, 23. Therefore they need to be ay 
keeping their Armour. about them. 
Fourth Remark. The Devil cannot | 
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us abſolute Power over all the World: Hence 
ht the Devils are at his Beck, Mark ix. 25. 2. 
m FromGod's gracious Promiſe, ſetting Bounds 
o- and Limits to Satan's Temptations, 1 Cor. 
at X. 13.-- God is faithful who will not ſuffer 
r. you to be tempted above that you are able, 
ce but will with the Temptation alſo make a May 
a2. do eſcape, &c. 

Hb Remark. Sitting is all that the 
he 4 Devil can do to the Children of God. He 
eſt may trouble and tempt, but he cannot over- 
he throw. The Devil indeed, in his Tempta- 
tions, aims at Soul, and Body, and all. 
ny Oueft. Why does the Devil ſift and win- 

now them ? And why can he do no more ? 
re. Anſ. 1. Becauſe they are a People in Co- 
ed venant with God, 2. They are the Peo- 
aſt ple whom God loves: Theretore the De- 

vil hates them. 3. They are ſer up for the 
ire | great Deſigns of God in the World, This 
ire People have I formed for my ſelf, they ſhall 
nd em forth my Praiſe. 4. Becauſe God hath 
given all Believers to Chriſt, that he ſhould 
ſecure them. He takes Care that none of 
chem be loſt, ſee . 630, 6. && _ - 

Therefore, rho* the Devil may caſt down 
a Child of God, yet he cannot Keep them 
down. | 
Hence ſee the great Love of God to 
his People. *Tis not becauſe he does not 
love them, that they are tempted; but 
that he may take Occaſion the more to 
s (ew his Delight in them. See alſo the 
at | Db | great 
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reat Care that the Lord Jeſus takes of his 
Children, that Satan cannot hurt them, 
but ſift them. 

Sixth Remark. Chriſt's Prayers are op- 
poſite to the Devil's Prayers. Chriſt prays 
tor his People's Good ; but the Devil for 
their Hurt. The Devil ſeeks that our 
Faith may be deſtroyed; Chriſt that our 
Faith fail not. And, tho' the Devil's Pray- 
er ſhould be heard ſometimes, ſo as he 
may get Leave to tempt and loſs a Child 
of God; yet, Chriſt's Prayer is heard al- 
wiſe. And hence, tho' the Devil ſhould 
get the better in a Combat; yet, he ſhall 
never win the War: The Victory ſhall be 
upon Chriſt's Side, Sc. The Devil can 
never go to God, but Chriſt prevents him, 


and goes before him. I have prayed for 


bes. 5 
Seventh Remark. Neither former Sins 

nor future Provocations can hinder Chriſt's 

Prayer for his Children. Peter had for- 


merly tempted Chriſt, and, for the pre- 


{ent, he is preſumptuous; and, for the fu- i 


ture, Chriſt foreſaw how he would for- 
ſwear: Yer all this does not hinder 


Chriſt's Prayer tor Peter; but made him 


pity Peter the more, and pray for him the 


the more, inſtead of caſting him off. 0 


the laſting Love of Chrift ! 


_ Firth Remark. The Children of God 
ought to make particular Improvement of 


Chriſt's Interceſſion, I have prayed for 8 
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*Tis not enough to ſay, Chriſt interceeds 
for his Saints, his ſinning Saints on Earth; 
but his ſinful People, while in a inning 
World, with their ſinning Nature cleaving 
to them, ought to make particular Uſe of 
Chriſt's Interceſſion tor themſelves. Chriſt 
ſays, Tis for thee; and you may lay, 
therefore, Tis for me. O! he lov'd me, he 


q laid down his Lite for me, he died for me, 


he role tor e, he afcended for me; And 
he liveth tor ever to make Interceſſion for 


me. | | 
Ninth Remark. The Falls of the God- 
ly are owing to the Failures of Faith, an 
evil Hearr of Unbeliet in departing trom 
the living God. By Unbelief they loſe 


Sight of the Captain of their Salvation; 
and then they are diſcouraged and diſcom- 
fitted. By Faith we ſtand, becauſe by Chriſt 
We ſtand. Many Falls, at this Day, among 
the Saints, argue the many Fail 

Faith. This gives Advantage to the Ene- 
my. Satan would not get ſuch Advan- 
tage, if we were ſtrong in the Faith, Ec. 


ures of 


Tenth Remark. It any be eſtabliſhed in 
the Faith, and are kept from total Falling; 


tis owing to the Author and Finiſher ot 
Faith, Chriſt, who ſays, I have prayed for 


thee, that thy Faith fail not. You would 
loofe the Grip of me quite, might he ſay, 
it I did not keep the Grip of you. A pray- 
Ing Jetus, by his Prayer, takes hold of God, 
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and takes Hold of your Faith; and fo you 
are kept by the Power of God, thro Faith, un- 
to 6alvation. Pray, pray, then; bur lip- 
pen to Chriſt's Prayers. 


Ay — a — — 


The following Obſerves and Meditations were 
(met of them) delivered on the Monday. 


NM. B. Where ſome Heads here ſeem to com- 


cide with the former, yet the Enlargements 
are diſtinct. 


FTER what 1 have ſaid, I propoſe, 
at preſent, 1. To ofter ſome Ob- 
ſerves, concerning Satan and his 


Temptations. 2. Some Meditations upon 


the whole Text, 


I. Some Obſerves concerning Satan and 


his Temptations. 

Hirt Obſerve. The Tempter is Satan, 
which ſignifies an Adverſary. His Hand 
is, like Ihmael's, againſt every Man. O! 
that every Man's Hand were againſt him. 
His Name is full of Danger and Terror. 
We wreſtle not againſt Fleſh and Blood, 
Eph. vi. Not with Pharaoh, or Siſera, or 


Sennacherib; not againſt Ge{rah or the Sons 


ef Anal; but againſt the Devil and his An- 


A 
1 
T 
{ 
a 
n 
N 
t 
n 
I 
t 
d 
t. 
1 
F 
a 
V 
f. 
1 


N 


82.2 2 — 2 my 


re 


gels. You have a terrible Deſcription of Epc 


cal, 1 Sam. xvii. 4, 5, 6, J. of his pro- 
digious Height, with his Helmet ot Brals, 
| and 
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and Coat of Mail: But yet, little David 
laid hin ar his Length. But Satan is 2 
more terrible Enemy, it you conſider theſe 
follow ing Particulars, 1. His Nature, 
as a Spirit; and ſuch an one as can ſee, 2 and 
not be ſeen; do Hurt to others, and {ufier 
none 2 His Quality ; being of wonder- 
ful Activity and Nimblenets ; able to 
mingle with our Fancies, and delude our 
Imaginations, and work deceitfully againſt 
the Souls of Men. He can actuate a Bo- 
dy, and make it move and-ſpeak; as in 
the Experiment of the Witch ot Endor, 
in bringing up Samuel in his Mantle. By 
Reaſon of this ſpiritual and active Quality, 
a Legion of Devils were in one Man. E- 
vil Spirits are able to convey themſelves 
from Place ro Place, as nimbly as a 
Thought; and their Projects are undiſ- 
covered, except by the ſpiritual Watch- 
man. 3. His Power. Devils are ,called 
Powers, Eph. vi. 12. Not infinite, but li- 
mited Powers ; called the Prince of the 
Power of the Air; whole Power is con- 
ceived to extend to the Shaking of the 
Earth, the ſwallowing up of w hole Ci- 
ties; the diflurbing the Courte of the 
Clouds, in cauſing Storms of Wind, and 
Thunder, and Lightning, when permit- 
red. We read of the Strength that the 
poſteſſled Man had, that no Man could 
tame him, and how he broke aſſunder all 
his Chains and Fetters, Mark v. 35 4, and 
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what Power there was in one Angel. The 


ſame Reaſon is in good and bad Angels, 


tor that natural Power they have, when 
armed with God's Command and Permiſ- 


ſion. Ot Satan's Power you read in the 
firſt of Job. See, 2 Kings xix. 35. A 
hundred and fourſcore and five thouſand 
deſtroyed by one Angel in the Camp of 


Aſſyria. 4 His Subrilty. His Know- 


ledge is much improven by Experience: 


Tho' he cannot know the Thoughts of 


the Heart, till they be formed into Words, 
or Actions; nor forete] Things future, 
except ſuch as follow by Order of Nature, 
and ſuch as God hath revealed to him, by 
uſing his Service for the Puniſhment of 
the Diſobedient, whom he gives over to 


ſtrong Deluſions to believe Lies, 2 Thef.. 
11. 11. By this Subtilty, know ingthe ſeveral | 


Tempers, Complexions, and Inclinations 


of Men, and how to fit his Temptations 


thereto ; God, 1n his righteous Judgment, 
ſutfers him to delude and infatuate many. 
5. His Envy and deadly Hatred againſt 
Mankind: Hence called the Accuſer of the 
Bret hren, Rev. xil. 9, 10. The great Dra- 
gon, the Devil, the Deceiver of the 
whole World, the roaring Lion, 1 Pet. 


v. 8. Lightning from Heaven, Luke x. 


19. J beheld Satan, as Lightning,” fall 
from Heaven. Smoke from Bell repreſents 
lone of his terrible Temptations; but 


Lightning fm Heaven is what may be 


i 
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more dangerous: Or, his Appearance as 


an Angel of Light, the more glorious, 


bright, and heavenly-like he appears in 
his Attack, the more his Hatred and En- 
{ mity is exerciſed, and yet covered. 6. 


His Numbers: his Name is Legion, for 
he is many; and called Principalities and 
Powers, in the plural Number. Here are 
the Tempters. 

Second Obſerve. Satan is limited; Be- 


Hold Satan hath de ſired you. For all his 


Power and Wiſdom, natural and experi- 
mental, his Malice and Malitude; yet, 
he is limited, and under Authority. His 


| Power is not abſolute, bur limited; his 


Actions not authoritative ; but under Com- 
mand and Control: He is fain to go to 
God by Petition. Satan, vblerve, can do 


nothing againſt Men, but by God's Per- 
miſſion: He muſt firſt ask Leave. Tho? 


he be the- Prince of the Air, and the God 
of this World, Eph. ii. 2. 2 Cor. iv. 4. yet, 


the is bur a tributary Prince, a Semi-denus or 


a Demi-god, as the Heathens called ſome 


I of theirs ; not the chief Prince, not the 


great God. For as furious and fiery as he 
is, God hath his Hook in his Noſe, and his 
Bridle in his Jaws, as God ſaid of Senna- 
cherib, 2 Kings xix. We have two eminent 
Examples of this Truth. 1. In the Caſe 
of Fob, till he had his Lite ſigned from 
Jod, he could not touch his Body; nay, 
nor his Servants, nor Camels, nor * 
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See how expreſly God inhibits him from 
touching his Body, Fob 1. 12. and then 
commits his Body to him, but reſerves his 
Life, Job ii. 6. 2. In the Goſpel ; where 


a Legion of Devils become Saiters- to 


Chriſt for Leave to enter into the Swine, 
Luke viii. 30. Into unclean Swine, a 
fit Habitation for unclean Spirits; yet in- 
to ſuch he dare not enter, but by Leave 
firſt obtained oft Chriſt. And are not ye 
better than many Swine ? Ye, to when 
Chriſt is offered? He cannot touch your 
Life, no not your Skine, no not your 
Swine at your Gate; nay, a Legion of 
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them together dare not venture without 


God's Warrant The Devil may, 1. Pre- 
ſent the Object; as the Fiſher lays in his 
Bait. 2. He may corrupt the Organ, and 


fo deceive ; as a Juggler cafts Miſts before | 
the Eyes of his Spectators. 3. He may 


perſuade, as a cunning Sophift, with 


feigned Arguments. And, 4. He may take | 


Advantage of predominant Humours in 


the Conſtitution, as an experienced Philo- 
ſopher. Further, he cannot go to do any 
Thing upon us, or within us, without 
God's Permiſſion, and without our free 
Conſent. For, till we open the Door, he 
cannot enter. He may lnoek, and in- 
treat, and perſuade, and promiſe. The 
Spark is his; but we are the Tinder, elfe 
it could nor kindle. Fhe Bait is his; but 
we muſt take it, elſe we cannot be taken, 

"Tis 
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"Tis our yielding to his Temptations, that 
hides his Arrews, and makes them dan- 
gerous to us, For, if we conſent not ; 
and caſt not ourſelves in the Way of 
Temptation; the Sin is upon his Score, 


Tis only a Puniſhment to be tempted; 


bur 'tis Sin to yield, Sc. Hence, 

1. This reproves many that attribute 
only to the Devil many Things whereof 
they are not able to give a Reaſon, as 
extraordinary Storms 1n the Air, and the 
like, but preſently torger God, Satan, no 
Doubt, can do great and marvellous Things; 
But ſhall we not remember that Satan is 
but a Hammer in God's Hand? Whatſo- 
ever the Rod be, tis the Hand of God 
that ſtrikes you. Satan had inflicted a 
heavy Evil upon ob, and taken away all 
that he had; yet Fob ſays, The Lord hat h 
given, the lerd hath taken. He faith not, 
The Lord giveth, and the Devil taketh a- 
Way. Satan is but an Inſtrument, chain'd 
up till God let him looſe; a poor, ſlaviſh, 
tributary, beggarly Spirit. He is but the 
baſe Executioner of God's juſt Vengeance: 


And ' tis but our Guiltineſs and Faithleſsneſs 


that arms his Malice againſt us. 

2. This Obſerve is full of Comfort to 
poor Believers in all their Temptations, 
that God hath ſet his Bound ta Satan, as 
well as to the Sea; and can rebuke him, 
as he rebuked the Winds and Waves, and 
they obeyed him. Tis Comfort alſo, that 

E. more 


(340 


more are with us than againſt us; for our 
God 1s ſtronger than the ſtrong Man armed. 
Reſiſt the Devil, and he will fly from you; 
for your God will not ſuffer you to be 
tempted above your Meaſure. When we 
fight; the Lord helps; and, when we 
conquer, he crowns. 

3. Is it Satan's Deſire to tempt us? Then 
ler our Deſire prevent his Deſire. He de- 


ſires to have you: Bur let it be your De- 
ſire that he ey not have you at his Will. 
t 


So Chriſt taught you, Lord, lead us not in- 
to Temptation; but deliver us from Evil, or 
deliver us in it: No Doubt, your Deſire 
and Petition will be ſooner heard than Sa- 


tan's, ſooner accepted than his; becauſe 


ours tend to Good, and his to Evil. Put 


your Petition and Defire in the Hand of 


the great Saviour, who is the Favourite 
of Heaven, whom the Father heareth al- 


ways, and to whom God can deny nothing. | 
Pray continually, that God may not deli- 
ver you to the Mercy of Satan, which 1s | 


cruel: His render Mercies are Cruelty ; 
and his moſt glorious Appearances are De- 
ceit and Deluſion. One would wonder 
to hear Satan at his Prayers. 'That Le- 
gion of Devils beſought Chriſt ; and, here 
they defire. Think not ſtrange that Hy- 
pocrites can pray, and Phariſees make long 
Prayers; ior here is Satan praying. Vet 
Satan had rather pray as them ; tor he * 
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that he may make a Prey of them: Satan's 


End is their End and Ruin. 

4. Is Satan deſiring to have you? O! 
Let this put you in Mind that Chriſt is de- 
liring to have you. Satan is deſiring to 
have you, that he may deftroy you ; but 
Chriſt is deſiring to have you, that he may 
ſave you. There are two Suitors, then, 
about you this Day, that have a great 
Deſire after you. O! tell me, which of 
them ſhall have you? which of them will 
you yield unto? a praying Devil, or a 
praying Jeſus 2 The Devil is praying to 
God that he may have you ; and praying 
you to come to him, and ſerve him as the 
God of this World, and offering you all 
worldly Advantages. Chriſt is praying to 
God, that he may have you ; and praying 
you to come to him, and ſending us to 
pray you, in his Stead, that you may be 
reconciled to God. O! come, come to 
Jeſus, and plead upon his Prayer and In- 
terceſſion. Then ſurely your Deſire, and 
not Satan's, ſhall prevail; for Chriſt's 
Deſire is heard of God. O! ſhall not his 
Deſire be heard of you? It you neglect 
Chriſt this Day, you give way to the 
Devil's getting his Deſire about you. 
Therefore, O! come, come, come to Je- 
ſus, and you are ſafe, Oc. | 

Third Obſerve. It is the conſtant En- 
deavour of Satan to way- lay the Child- 


dren. of God, that he may ſpoil and rob 


2 them 
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them of their Glace and Comforts. Here 
we may, 1. Prove the Point. 2. Speak 
of his ſifting and winnowing Work. 3, 
Give Reaſons. 4. Apply. 
- Firft, For Proof hereof, ſee 1 Pet. v. 8. 
The Devil is not idle, but walking about; 
not harmleſs, but as 2 roarins Lion; not 
blind, but ſeeking ; not to do Good, but to 
devour. Hence Paul gives Warning to be 
armed, Eph. vi. 11.18. Jo i. and 1 
it. 2, As the great red Dragon ſtood be- 
fore the Woman, to drown her Child as 
ſoon as it was born, Rev. xii. 4. There is 
not a Child ot the Church born in Zion, 
but Satan is ready, if he can, to ſtrangle 
it in the Birth, or {mother it in the Cradle, 
as the Egyptians did the Iſraelites's Children, 
and as Herod did the Innocents in Bethlehem; 
eſpecially, if it be a Male Child, as Rev. 
xii. 5. of greater Gifts, or Place, or 
Hopes. He goes up and down like a Pack- 
horſe in a Marker; and, if he can ſpy 
an Opportunity, he will be making his At- 
faults. A cheertul Spirit he will tempt to 
Preſumption; a ſad and dejected Spirit, to 
Deſpair ; young Men to Luft, and old Men 
to Covetouſneſs. He has a Bait for ever 
Fiſh, as a High-way Thief has his falſe 
Faces, all ro deceive. 

Secondly, I come next to ſpeak of his 
fitting and winnowing Work. He ſeems 
to ſift as Wheat, Tis a Phraſe borrowed 
{rom Husband-men, that ſift their 9 
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ſeparate the Wheat trom the Chaft, or the 
Flour trom the Bran; and, applied to a 
ſpiritual Senſe, ſometimes God is ſaid to 
ſift his People, Amos ix. 9. For, lo, Ii 
command, and I will ſift the Houſe of Iirael 
among all Nations, like as Corn is jifted in a 
Steve, yet ſhall not the leaft Grain fall upon the 
Earth. And here Satan would be fitting 
the Apoſtles ; but with a large Difference: 
For God's End is to take away the Droſs, 
the Husks, and leave the Corn ; but Sa- 
tan's End 1s to take away the Flour, and 
leave but the Bran. God would purity 
his People ; bur Satan would poiſon and 
corrupt them. Now in fitting there are 
four Things, Elevation, Agitation, Sepa- 
ration, and Dejection. So there is a fit 
Reſemblance herein to Satan's Tempta- 
tions. —.— 

1. In ſi fting there is Elevation or lifting 
up. So in Temptation there is an upliftin 
by Pride of Graces and Excellencies. 
Paul was in Danger to be puffed up, thro' 
Abundance of Revelations. As the Eagle 
carries up the Shell high to throw it down 
upon ſome Rock; ſo, Satan when he blad- 
ders Men up to a Conceit of their own 
Goodneſs, he intends their Ruin, and by 
flatte ring them to tickle them to Death. 

2. In lifting there is Agitation or ſhaking 
the Corn together. 'This ſhaking of God's 
People is uſually done by Threatnings, 
Stripes, Impriſonment and Perſecutions, to 


yen 
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vex and trouble and diſhearten them, as 
Ads xii. 1.----24. So the Holy Ghoſt told | 
Paul, that in every City Bonds and Aﬀi- | 
ions did abide him, and he muſt abide | 
them, As xx 23. | 

3. In Winnowing there 1s Separation or 

Scattering. This Way Satan attempts, by n 
dividing, to rule; and ſo to diiſolve the ] 
Communion of Saints; to drive them into 
a Cave, as Elijah was left alone, and theſe 
of whom the World was not worthy, 
Heb. ii. 3), 38. They wandered about in 
Sheep-skins and Goat-skins, being deſtitute, 
&c. they wandered in Deſarts, and in Moun- 
tains, and in Dens, and in Caves of the 
Earth. 

4. There is Dejection or caſting down 
upon the Earth: As to puff up ſome to 
Pride and Preſumption, ſo to deject others 
to Sadneſs and Deſpair : By any Means to 
make Men more remiſs in the Service of 
God: Either by the Sun or by the Wind, 
to make the Traveller lay aſide his Cloak: 
To enervate our Faith; to quench our 
Zeal; to make the Anchor ot our Hope 
to fail, and ſome Way or other to ſpoil 
us of our Graces or Comforts, and to rob 
us of our Security, and rob God of his 
Glory. $i 

Thirdly, What are the Reaſons why Sa 
tan is allowed to ſift and winnow ? 1. It 
muſt be, becauſe we muſt be rried. As 


Oſtences muſt come, and there muſt be 
| | He- 


e W 
Hereſies; ſo, there muſt be Temptations. 
A good Seaman is known in a Storm; 4 


| 1 Soldier in the Day of Battle. The 


eed that is ſown among Stones may 
thew fair to the Eye, till the Sun riſe, 
As Fire conſumes the Hay, bur purges the 
Gold; fo, Temptation diſcerns the Good 
from the Bad, the ſound Chriſtian from the 
Hypocrite, the Firm from the unſtable. 
2. To humble us by letting us know our 
own Strength, and how little we can do 
when We are put to it. David, ſaid, in 
his Proſperity, I fhall never be moved; but 
God hid his Face, and he was troubled. 
As the kind Nurſe lets the forward Child 
take a Fall to make it look to its Feet, and 
prevent a worſe Danger: So, God takes 
away his Hand, and then we fall by ſome 
Temptation. Bur he withdraws himſelf 
to make us hold faſter, and ſtick the clo- - 
ſer to him. 3. To increaſe our Fairh and 
Patience and Zeal in praying, which would 
languiſh without Exerciſe; as Water 
corrupts with ſtanding, and clears with 
running. 4 To make us know the Worth 
of Grace, that it is more precious than Gola 
that N . x Pet. 1. 7. And how rich we 
are. Thieves break nor into Barns filled 


with Husks or Snares. Tis a good Reli- 
gion that Men and Devils perſecute. 5. 
That God may be glorified in deſtroying 
the Work of the Devil in the Iſſue. 6. 
That his People may be honoured : £ or 
they 


40 
they by whom Temptations are conquer- 
ed are ſure to be crowned. God ſuffers 
his Children ſometimes to be tempted, 
knowing they ſhall come off with Honour, 
and be crowned Overcomers. 

Fourthly, For Application of this Sub- 
ject, 1. Let none pleaſe themſelves with 
this Thought, that they were never tempred 
or aſſaulted by Satan. Carnal Eaſe is no 
good Evidence of ſpiritual Satety. 2. Let 
no poor Chriſtian be n or diſcou- 
raged, becauſe Satan is buſy about them. 
He ſer upon Chriſt ; and ſhall not the Diſ- 
Ciple be as the Maſter. When the ſtrong 
Man armed keeps the Houſe, all is quiet. 


The Devil rent the Child grievouſly, when 


he was going out. 3. Let us be always 
in Readineſs with our Armour on. Let us 
be ſober, and Watchſul, and vigilant. 
In winnowing Times, let us look to je- 
ſus that our Faith fail not. 
Fourth Obſerve. Satan's Temptations 
are very ſubtile and deluſive. His Sieve 
may be very natrow. His ſifting and 
winnowing Time is a Time of great and 
ſtrong Deluſion. Here I would offer ſome 
Remarks concerning Satan's Deluſions. 
Firſt, Remark that there are two Ex- 
tremes to be much avoided, namely, the 
calling the Work of the Spirit of God 
a Deluſion, and the calling the Deluſions 
of Satan the Work of God's Spirit. To 
call the Work of God's Spirit a Deluſion, 


and 
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and to do ĩt . is a doing Diſpite 
to the Spirit of God: And, again to call 
the Deluſions of Satan the Work of God's 
Spirit is, an aſcribing too much to the 
Devil, giving him the Place of God. 
Secondly, Remark that the Devil is God's 
Ape Chriſt was evidently demonſtrated 
to be the true M. ſias Vet he faid there 
ſhould be falſe Chriſts, Marth. xxiv. 4, 5. 
Take Heed that no Man deceive you. For ma- 
ny ſhall come in my Name, ſaying, I am Chriſt, 
and fhall decerve many. Ver. 24, There ſhall 
ariſe falle Chrifts, and falſe Prophets, and 
ſpall ſhew great Signs and Wonders ; inſomuch 
that, if it were poſſible, they ſhall deceive the 
very Elect. There are deep Things of God, 
and allo the Depths of Satan, that we read 
of 1 Cor. ii. 14. Rev. ii. 24. | 
Thirdly, Remark that the Deluſions of 
Satan are as large as the Operations of 
the Spirit of God. The Devil hath his 
falſe Apoſtles, his falſe Comforts, his falſe 
Light, his falſe Aſſurance. He is ſaid to 
fill Ananias's Heart, i c. made his Heart 
audacious and bold, as ſome explain jt. 
He hath alſo his talſe Propheſies and fore- 
telling Events. The Devil told Sau/ what 
ſhould befal him. He may know ſome 


Things to come by Revelation from God, 
tor the Puniſhment of theſe that ſhall be 
leduced. Among the Anabapiifts in Mun- 
fer, when a Law was made for all to brin 
their Goods to the common Stock, Maids 
08: F Could 
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could tell (as Peter did of Ananias) how 
much cvery Man had hid at home of his 
Goods. See Deut. xiii. 1. 2. If there ariſe 
among gau A Prophet, or à Dreamer of Dreams, 
and prueth thee a Sign, or a Wonder : and the 
Sin or the Wonder come to paſs, whereof he 


fſpake unto thee, ſaying, Let us go after other 


Gods (which thou haſt not known ) and let us 


ſerve theme Thou ſhalt nit hearken unto the 


Words of that Prophet, &c. 

Fourthly, Remark that Satan accommo- 
dates his Temptations to the Times. The 
Time of the Reformation was a Lime of 
deep Deluſions of Saran prevailing. The 
Retormers were reviled, as Men concer- 


ordinary Revelanous. 

Hence, they had bitter Conflicts, not 
only with Papiſts, but with Men that pre- 
tended to be more enlightned than the Re- 


ned about the Letter, not the Spirit of the 
Goſpel, by theſe that pretended to extra- 
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tormers were, and to have high Teachings | 
of the Spirit of God, even above the | 


Scriptures, Theſe that did adhere to the 


Scripture, and would try the Spirits and | 


Revelations by it, were called Litcriffas 
& Veocaliftas, Literiſts and Vocaliſts, Men 
acquainted only with the Words and 
Vowels of the Scripture, having nothing 


of rhe Spirit of God. Luther was inveyed 


againſt as having publiſhed nothing but 
Carnale Evangelicum, a carnal Goſpel. 
Wherever Retormation-light broke Fac 

| 4 there 
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there theſe Tares came up, whereby great 


Diviſions were raiſed, and the Retorma- 
tion was made abominable and odious ro 
the World. Such ſeem to be the Attempts 
of Satan at this Day, when the Standard 
of a Teſtimony is litted up for a covenan- 
ted Reformation. The Power and Polic 
of Hell is at Work to bring any ſuch Mint 
at Reformation under Contempt; Which, 
we are fore warned, Satan may get Leave 
to do, by ſtrong Deluſions and lying 
Wonders, as in the fore- cited Deut. xii. 
1, 2, 3. Where a falſe Prophet is ſaid to 
ow a Sign or a Wonder, and the Sign or 
onder is ſuppoſed to come to paſs. But 
obſerve there, 1. The Devil's Deſign, Ver. 
2. namely, to ſeduce, ſaying, Let us go af. 
ter other Gods, which thou haft not known, 
and let us ſerve them. Thus, the preſent 


Temptation ſeems to be, let us go to ſome 


other God, or ſome other Way of Wor- 
ſhipping God, or ſome other Form of 
Church-government and Diſcipline, than 
what we have known and {worn to be 
founded upon God's Word; let us, after 
Vows, make Inquiry, and inquire after 
ſome new God, -new Worſhip, new Go- 
vernment of the Church. Why, here is 
2 new Prophet: riſen, giving Signs and 
Wonders that come to paſs: Here is Sa- 
tan's Deſign. But, 2. Notice why God 
permits this. Why, as it may be for hard- 
ning Rs £4 PT in his righte- 

2 ous 


ous Judgment ; fo, for trying of his Peo- 


ple, Ver. 3, 4. The Lord your God proveth 
you, io know whether you love the Lord your 
God with all your Heart, and with all your 
Hau; whether you will cleave to him and 
his Truth, even when Truth is perſecuted, 
reproached, and brought into Diſcredit by 
Satan's Deluſions. O!] then, with what 
Holineſs, Humility and Circumſpection 
ought the Children ot God to walk in ſuch 
Times of Temptation and Delution ? that 
| * be not ſoon ſhaken in Mind, by Spirit, 
or by Word, or by Leiter, as you have the 
Expreſſion, 2 he. ii. 2. We are told, 
That in the latter Times ſome ſhall depart from 
the Faith, giving Feed to ſeducing Spurits, 
1 Tim. iv. 1. | 

Fifih/y, Remark that the ordinary Ef- 
fects of Deluſion are Violence and Confi- 


dence, Violent Motions are ordinarily 


from an evil Spirit, hurrying the Soul be- 
yond all Bounds and Limits, eflecting 
very ſudden Alterations and ftror g Pat- 
ſions; whereas, the Spirit ot God is more 
ſedate and compoled. *Tis true, the Power 
and Efficacy ot the Spirit of God is de- 


monſt rated by the appearing of fery clo- 
ven Tongues, and by a mighty ruſhing. 


Wind; bur, at another Time, appearing 
in the Form of a Dove, demonſtrating, that 
"tis ſuch a Fire and Power, as is conſiſtent 
with the other Graces of Meekneſs and 


bling, 


Humility, and with holy Fear and Trem- 


: ( 45 ) 
bling. Confidence is alſo an ordinary Ef. 


fect of Deluſion, Self- confidence, Oſten- 
tation. The Holy Ghoſt deicended in the 
Shape of a Dove, to thew how meek and 
humble the Operations of the Spirit are 
in theſe whom he dwells. The Deluded 
are uſually confident, becauſe the Delu- 
| ftons are ftrong ; becaule they come by Way 
of judgment, for abuſing tormer Light, 
and not receiving the Truth in the Love 
of it. Theſe tour Hundred talſe Prophets, 
in Ahab's Time, are theught by the Lear- 
| ned co be true Prophets at firſt, and ſuch 
as were of the Company and College of 
the other Prophets; bur, abuſing that Gift 
to the pleaſing of Men, to the ſeeking of 
themſelves, and ſiding with the Times, 
they were juſtly delivered up of God 
to ſuch a talie Way; and they were har- 
den'd like Pharaoh; harden'd of God in 
their deceitful Way, as you ſee in Zege- 
; | &ak's Impudence, 1 Kings xxil. 24 when 
h he ſtruck AMicajah on the Cheek, ſaying, 
* [Which Way went the Spirit of the Lord frum 
* Pane, to ſpeak unto thee? Spiritual Judg- 
ments make Men ſecure, and tull ot Selt- 
flattery, and confirm them more to be- 
lieve a Lie. 35 | TEIN 
S:ixthly, Remark that, as the Spirits are 
o be tried by the Scriprure ; ſo theſe are 
Signs and Marks whereby Deluſions of 
datan may be known, and diſtinguiſhed. 
rom the ſaving Operations of the Spirit. 


Veſt, 


| 
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Dueſt. When are Impreſſions and Impul- 
ſes evidently deluſive? Anſ. Beſide what 
is ſaid already, 1. When the Impreſſion 
carries a Man out of his Sphere, and turns 
private Perſons to publick Preachers, with- 
out being called of God, as was Aaron, 
Heb. v. 4. in a regular Way to the ſacred 
Office: And when one 1s. perſuaded to 
that which is good, but without a Com- 
miſſion or Warrant. Uzza#'s. holding up 
the Ark was good; but he had no Com- 
miſſion; and therefore was ſlain. 2. 
When publick Devotion is brought in and 
Wirft to the Prejudice of our particu- 
ar Callings. God calls Men to be dili- 
gent in Buſineſs, as well as fervent in Spirit, 
ſerviag the Lord, Rom. xii. 11. But when 
one Duty excludes another, from Time 
to Time, *tis deluſive Work. 3. When 
People are perſuaded. to Duty unſeaſona- 
bly and unmeaſurably. The Righteous 
bringeth forth his Fruit in his Seaſon, 
Pſal. i. 3. God hath made every Thing 
beautiful in his Seaſon. The God of Or- 
aer, by his Spirit, puts not a Man upon 
irregular Duties. The Duty is not from 
the Spirit of God that is unmeaſurable, 
no more than that which 1s quite unſea- 
ſonable. As Duty miſplaced differs little 
from Sin, if it be not Jan turned into 
Sin; ſo a Man. is perſuaded to Duty 
unmeaſurably when he is tempted to 
ſuch a Multitude of Duties as to weary 
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out his Spirits, and exhauft them to the 


Ruin even of the Body. Bur he that came 
to fave Souls, came not to deſtroy Bodies. 
a When any Truth is advanced, in order 
to make Way for Error, or one Truth 
maintained to the Prejudice of another. 
Devils may confeſs Chriſt and his Truths, 
to ſerve a Turn, Mark i. 24. Ads xvi. 17. 
It may be to divide Chriſt in his Offices, 

and to diſparage ſome other Truths. He 
may allow falle Prophets to teach ſome 
Things Chriſt has commanded, providing 
Men be not taught to obſerve all Things 
whatſoever he has commanded, as in Marth. 

XxViii. 20. The Devil may poſſibly ex- 
tol Chriſt as a Prophet in his Doctrine, 

that he may dethrone him as a King in his 
Government ; for he cannot endure that 
Chriſt ſhould reign. He may ſuffer the 
Flowers of Goſpel Doctrine to be ſpread, 

upon Condition * can get the Hedge of 
Diſcipline and Government, that ſhould 
be abour God's Garden of F lowers, over- 
thrown; with a Deſign, that the. Flowers 
themſelves may be trampled on and ruined 
in the Iſſue. 5. That which hath no Will 
to be tried is deluſive. Truth ſeeks rhe 
Light, and is willing to be ſearched, 70h 


iii 20. 21. Every one that doeth Evil, ha- 
teth the Light; neither cometh to the Liebt, 
leſt his Deeds ſhould be reproved. But he that 
doeth the Truth, cometh to the Light, that his 
| Deeds may be made Ree %, that they are 
evronught 
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wrought in God. 6. That which hath a na- 
tive Tendency to promote Sin and Secu- 
rity is Deluſion. / It it tend to encourage 
Sin and Corruption, whether perſonal or 
1 Corruption, and tend to diſcourage 
Reformation, perſonal or publick Refor- 
formation, then *tis evidently Deluſion ; 
for Unholineſs cannot be from the Holy 
Spirit. Thus theſe that endeavoured to 
diſcourage Nehemiah in building the Wall 
of Feruſalem, ſhewed thereby what a delu- 
five Spirit they were of, Neh. vi. 14. 
God, think thou upon Tobi ah and Sanballar, 
according to theſe their Works, and on the Proe 
pheteſs Noadiah, and the Reft of the Pro- 
phets that would have put me in Fear. That 
cannot be of God which oppoſes the Work 
of God, and of Reformation. Again, if 
it tend to lead to Security, *tis a Delu- 
ſion, Rev. iii 179. Now they think thy 
are rich, they want nothing; but the Spi- 
rit of God thinks otherwiſe, and tells them 
they want all Things. 
 Seventhly, Remark that God may juſtly 
let looſe a Spirit of Error and Deluſion. 
This he may do, 1. To puniſh the Sin of 
2 viſible Church in nor receiving the 'Truth, 
2 Theſl. ii. 11. And for this Cauſe, namely, 
Becauſe they received not the Love of the 
Truth, Ver. 10. God ſhall ſend them ſtrong 
Deluſums, that they fhould believe a Lie. 
Pſal. xviii. 11. 12. My People would not 
bearken to my Voice, and Iſrael would none 


of 
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Errors in his own People. 


4 RN T4 
of me 5 So I gave them up unto their own © 
Hearts Luſt And they walked in their own 


Counſels. I ſhall not ſay how tar God ma 


uniſh a Church that are corrupt, and will 


Rare none of God's Counſel, by leayng 


them to their own Counſels, and, when 
they reje& a Teſtimony tor God, by al- 
lowing them to receive a lying Teſtimony, 


and to believe a Lie. 2. To glorify himſelf, 


and wipe off the Reproach of his People, 


by diſcovering them ; for there muſt be He- 
reſies, that they which are approves may be 


made manifeſt, 1 Corinth. xi. 19. that they 


may appear to be Men of Conſcience. 3 


That the Truth may be cleared by Oppo- 


fition: Truth ſtill gain'd, never loſt Ground 
by Oppoſition, The Oppoſition that the 
Sadducees made to the Doctrine of the Re- 
ſurre&ion, made Chriſt clear it from ſome 


Old Tifftament Scriptures, wherein we 
would never otherwiſe have known -to 
have ſought it. 4. To purge out practical 
When. we have 
low Thoughts of the Scripture, then he 


lets looſe Deiſts, that we may conceive 


the higher Valye for the Word: When 
law Thoughts of the Son of God, then 
he lets logſe Arians ro deny his Divinit 5 
that, we, may begin to concelve more 5 
1y. of Chriſt. When we have low Thoughts, 
775 wropg Thoughts of the Spirit in his 

perations, than he lets loofe a delpſixe 


Spirit, that we may prize and value the 


gracious 


W e Of 
gracious ſaving Operations of the Spirit 

the more. W 5 
Eightly, Remark that ſpecial Direction 
is neceſſary in a Time ot Error and Delu- 
ſion, and in a ſifting and winnowing Time. 
I offer theſe four Words here, 1. Take 
not 'Truth upon Truſt or Report, but drink 
it from the Fountain of holy Writ, other- 
wife we will err, not knowing the Scrip- 
tures. 2. Labour to find the Truth in the 
Good thereof from your Experience, P/a/. 
cxix. 93. I will never forget thy Precepts e 
For with them thou haſt quickned me. You 
may as ſoon ſhape a Coat for the Moon, 
us fix Men in divine Truth, that know 
nothing of the Sweetneſs of divine Truth. 
This and that, and the other Perſuaſion 
is all alike to them. 3. Fortify yourſelves 
againſt a Time of Trial, Fehn xvi. 1, 2. 
- Fheſe Things have I ſpoken unto you, that you 
ſhould not be offended. 7 voy Hue put you out 
of the Synagogues ; yea, the Time comeih, that 
whoſoever killeth you will think that he doeth 
God Service. 4. Take Heed of that Light 
that cometh in an Hour of Temptation; 
for tho' it may be right, yet it needs to 
be well tried; becauſe, at ſuch a Time, 
Satan is buſy to come in with wild Fire, 
that miſleads the Traveller. Hence, Rev. 
iii. 10. ſpecial Keeping is heceſſary in the 
Hour of Temptation; for then we are apt 
to favour that Light that leads to ſhun 
the Croſs, and to ſide with the Times. 
1 wg HFS When 


hs 
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When Satan's Sieve is very ſmall, Peo- 
ple need a very ftrong Faith. If there be 
a Picture of Converſion drawn by the 
Devil, as an Angel of Light, how hard 
may it be to perceive the Depths of Satan. 
Think not ſtrange tho' Satan ſhould coun- 
terfeit Converſion: For I know none of 
the Graces of God's Spirit but he may 
pretend to work, And we are ſure he 
= cite Scripture as he did to Chriſt him- 
elf. | | 

Vue How ſhall I know a Scripture gi- 
ven by Chriſt, and one given by the De- 
vil? Anſ. I ſhall only ſay, the Word 
that the Devil brings in, tends ay to ſome 
wicked Effect; either to make the Soul 
ſecure or deſperate; either to depreſs it 


too much to Deſpair, or elevate it too 


much to Preſumption. Ir tends either to 


diſturb and diſcompoſe the Soul, or elſe to 


fill it wich falſe Peace and Comfort. 
Oueſt. But, if the Soul that has been 

ſeemingly or really convicted of Sin be 

afterward comforted by the Word; how 


may that be known to be of God, or to 
be of the Devil? Auſ. We are ſure that 


Satan may give falſe Comfort and Joy by 


Words of Scripture. The ſtony-ground 


Hearers received the Word with Foy, Matth. 
xiii. 20. But conſult the Place, in order 
to find the Difference between that Joy and 
the Joy of the true Believer, that he gets 


by the Word. 1. The Seed is ſaid to be 


G 2 re- 
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Stone was 5 el of 5 5 
2. They hear the Word, and anon with Fo 
receive it No Word i here of their — 
ceiving Chriſt in the Word. Their ſudden 
Joy was ſuſpicious when let in upon a 
ſtony Heart not melred with the Riſing 
of the Sun of Righteouſneſs in his Glory 
upon their Souls, giving Light and Hear, 
the Light of Life, the Light of the Know- 
ledge of the Glory of God, in the Mind 
and-Underſtanding 


without this, is deceitful and deluſive. 
3. Tis ſaid, They have no Root in themſelves, 
no inward Root True Joy is rooted in 
the inward Knowledge of Chrilt 2nd 
Chriſt revealed in the Soul. *Tis roote 

in the Faith of the Son of God, in when 
believing we rejuice. , Tis rooted in Chriſt 
the true Vine, and built upon the fure 
Foundation, 4. Tis ſaid to endure but for 
a While ; like LN Hearers, that rejoiced 
in his Light for a Seaſon; For, When Tri- 
bulation and Perſecution ariſes 2 of the 
Word, by and by they are offended: They 
turn Enemies and Oppoſites to the 1 
15 Cauſe of Chriſt, and have no Mind to 
ſuffer for any ſuch Thing. Theſe four 


Things diſcover their Joy to be falſe and 


deluſſwe. Tho? it come by the Word, 
yet, when it hath theſe four Defe&s, that 


lays 


ata 
ceived in a /ony Place. The Heart of 


y = 
giving Life and Heat 
to the Heart and Affections. Sudden Joy 


here the Spirit of God ſpeaks of; then it 


. ma. xv... hog 


, ttc i. 
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ſays that the Word that gives them Joy 
comes not right, but by ſome evil Spirit. 
II. I propoted next to offer ſome Medita- 
tions upon the whole Text. 
_ Meditation it. Our Lord Jeſus Chxiſt 
would not have his Children diſcouraged 
tho* they have a powerful and political 
Enemy to oppoſe them. For the Time of 
Satan's Tempting is the Time of Chriſt's 
praying. Satan, as deſcribed, 1 Pet. v. 8. 
1s. 1. A Lion, the ſtrongeſt of Beaſts; a 
powerful Enemy. 2 A roaring Lion, 
There are ſeveral Roarings of the Lion of 
Hell: As, when he perſuades you that 
you have ſinned againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; 
that you are a Reprobate ; that the Day 
ot Grace is over; that there is no Mercy 
for you: When he tempts you, as he did 
Chriſt, to worſhip himſelf; to kill your- 
ſelf; ro curſe God and blaſpheme. When 
he perſuades you that Duty is Sin, and Sin 
Duty. However, Chriſt hath him in 
Chains: He is the Lion of the Tribe of 
N He hath the Command ot that 

ion in Hell. 3. Satan is a ſpiritual, 
reſtleſs Enemy. He never ſleeps. If he 
ſeems to do ſo, tis with open Eyes. He 
lees us when we ſee not him ; and being a 
a Spirit he walketh thro? Stone- walls and 
Iron-bars, no Place can reſiſt him. 4. A 
cruel Enemy, ſeeking whom. he may devorr ; 
a Devourer, a Murderer from the Begin- 
ning. „ Watch moſt earneſtly, after the 
vie? | 1 greateſt 


3 Duty, and the greateſt Ferveney: 
or there may be ſudden Cools after the 
greateſt Heats. When the Apoſtles told 
Chriſt that the Devils were ſubject to them, 
then he took them aſide to pray. If you 
obtain Mercy, pray, and watch unto 
Prayer. 

Meditation ſecond. Satan is a great Ad- 
verſary to all true Believers. He makes 
it his Work to divide between the Soul and 
God; becauſe he knows the great Love 
that is between God and Believers, and 
that they have no ſuch Friend as God: 
Therefore, he would have them divided. 
He accuſes God to them, and endeayours 


to fill them with hard and harſh Thoughts | 


of God. He accuſes them to God, and 
therefore he is called the Accuſer of the 


Brethren. He leaves no Stone unturned to | 


draw them from God. Hence no Won- 
der the Men of this World, who are in- 
fluenced by the God of this World, fer 
themſelves with ſuch Hatred to * 
the Children of God, and the Cauſe of 
God, and the Kingdom of Chriſt, and a- 
ny Teſtimony for it. This is from the 
Enmity between the Serpent and the Wo- 
man's Seed. . 

Meditation third. Satan cannot ſo much 
as lift up a Finger againſt a Child of God, 
until he have Leave asked and given. God 
hath him in his Chain: Not only in the 
Chain of his Juſtice, but in the 8 0 
125 | his 
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his Proldence® 82 1 cannot go one 
Whit further than he gets Leave. This is 
a Part of his Torment that he cannot do 
what he would. Hence the Devil cried 
out, What have we to do with thee 5 Luke 
viii. 28. Art thou come to torment us before the 
Time? Intimating it was a Torment to them 
that they could keep Poſſeſſion of theſe 
Souls no longer. This may be quieting to 
tempted Ones, and ſuch as are under Sa- 
tan's Buffettings, that he can do o more 
than God lets him. He cannot put one 
vexatious Thought into the Soul, further 
than he gets Leave; nor one blaſphemous 
Thought. God hath him in his Chain; 
and, when he will, he will rebuke him; 


| and, when he rebukes him, he muſt come 


off. Let this ſupport you that commit 
you (elves to Jeſus. | | 
Chriſt hath a threefold Title to Do- 


minton over Devils. 1. He is their Ma- 


ker. *Tis true, as Devils, they made 
themſelves : But, as Creatures, he made 
them. 2. 'Their Conqueror, He ſpoiled 
Principalities and Powers. He made a 
ſhew of them openly ; not only on the 
Croſs, but in his triumphant Aſcenſion. 
3. Their Judge, John xii. 31. They are 
his Priſoners in Chains; Yet not cloſe 
Priſoners, but like MaletaCtors in Chains, 
that go abroad, reſerved to the Judgment 
of the Great Day. 5 | 

Learn, hence, to whom you ow e your 


Safe- | 
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Safety, that 10 are * deſtroy d. and 
to whom to flee for Time to come. To 
whom ſhould you commend your Soul, 
Body, Family; Morning and Evening ? 
Chrift rules in the Midit of his Enemies, 
the Devil, and his Inſtruments, that have 
the Venom of the Devil in their Heart, 
and are of their Father the Devil. The 
Church and People of God and the Cauſe, 
of Chriſt ſhall be maintained anc preſerved 
tho' every malignant Oppoſer were a Devil. | 
Fear not the Devil; otherwiſe, you thew 
. yourſelf weak in Faith; you diſhonour | 
Chriſt, you worſhip the Devil. Reſiſt 15 
Devil confidently : For, in Chriſt, 
have overcome hun already. Chriſt's! Vi. 
Qory was not for his own Sake, but for 
ours. It you are Believers you are de- 
livered already trom his ruling Power, | 
tho? not from his tempting . Or. | 
Meditation fourth. Satan loves to be | 
vexing theſe whom he cannot ruin, -He de- 
fires to ſift and ſhake them, tho he knows 
he cannot prevail. Rev. xii. 12. Ho tothe lu- 
habiters of the Earth and of the Sea © For 
the Devil is come. down unto ou having great 
Wrath, becauſe he knoweth that he hath. but 
a ſbort Time. Tis a great Affliction to be 
under Satan's Temptations. They are like 
Thorns in che Fleſh very grievous. There- 
fore, when we are freed by the Son of 
God, we qught to be thanks ful, . ſaying, 
Fſol cxvi. 7 Return unto thy 95 O m5 


Soul 
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Sou; for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with 
thee. 

Meditation 5b. God does ſome- 
times hear Satan's Deſire, and he may 
get Parr of it. n, Simon, Sitan hath 
deſired to have you that he may ſift vou ; Putt 
I have prayed, &c. Satan hath 614-2; 
and 'tis not faid I will tree you ton: = 
ſifting Temprations, bur, I have pr he ur 
thee. Thus God gave Saran Leave to enpt 
Job. ; 
7 Oleſt. But how does God give Leave to 
Satan to tempt his Children, ſince he is a 
Father to them? Auſ. God does it in a ho- 
Iy Way. Tis no Sid to be tempted, tho? 
tis a Sin to yield. The Evil of a Tempra- 
tion is from the Devil and ourlelves ; the 
Good of it is from God. For God does 
it wiſely : He knows how to deliver us 
out of the Temptation, and how to bring 
Good our of it. Again, God does hereby 


| | commend himſelf to us in all his Artribures 3 
as, I. In his Love. Tho? he ſuffers the 
evil One to tempt and ſift you, he ſhall 


never be able to deſtroy you. 2. He com- 
mends to us his Truth and Faithtulnels. 
God had promiſed that the Seed of the Wo- 
man ſhould bruile the Head of the Serpent: 
And what he made good to Chriſt, he 
makes good to them, 1 Cr. x. 13. God 
is fan hf, who will not ſuffer you to be tempted 
above that you are able; but will with the 
Temptation alſo make a Way to eſcape, &c. 
„ 3. He 


| 


Us. 
3. He commends his W iſdom to us here- 
in; that, notwithſtanding all Satan's 
Temptations and Devices, yet he counter- 
pilots the Enemy, and comforts his People in 
their Tribulation, 2 Cor. 1. 4. In this very 
Way that God ſuffers Satan to bruiſe our 
F eel, he will break his Head. Again, 


Cod tufters it for the Believers own Good ; 


that, by ſhaking 'Temptations, they may 


be the more firmly rooted. Their Faith | 


is hereby tried. Hence, do not ſuddenly 


entertain ſuſpicious Thoughts of God, be- 
cauſe he ſuflers you to be tempted: Nay, | 


he bids you count it all Foy, when you fall 
mio divers Temptations, Jam. i. 2. 


Meditation thb There is no Tempta- 


tion befals the Lord's People, that Chriſt | 


does not foreſee, betore it come upon us. 


He knows what is in our Heart, and what 
is in the Devil's Heart, before it is in 


Act. Gen. xlix. 1. Jacob called unto his 


Sons, and ſaid, Gather yourſelves together, 
that I may tell you that which fhail befal you | 
in ihe laſt Days. If Facob could, by the 
Spirit ot God, tell his Children what ſhould } 
befal them for many Ages to come; then 
much more can Chriſt tell Peter betore-hand 
what Death he ſhould die, and here alſo 
what Temptation he ſhould come un- 
der, and how far the Tempter ſhould pre- 


vail. O he knows all your Temptations, 


be fore they come. Nothing can betal you 
un- 
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unawares. But je 
of Salvation, foreſees even all the Wiles 
of the Devil, and will preſerve you to his 
heavenly Kingdom. 

Meditation ſeventh. (From Satan's De- 


( * 
. Chriſt, the Captain 


ſire, and getting Leave to te- mpt) Tis 


not always a Sign or Token ot the Love 
of God to us, to beſtow upon us the Things 
that we defire. Saran here deſires; and 
God gave him, ſo far, his Deſire. God 
may give us our Deſire, and give it in 
Anger, Pſal. Ixxviii. 29, 30, 31. He gave 
them their own Deſire. But, while their 


Meat was yet in their Mouths. the Wrath of 


God came upon them, &c. Pſal. cvi. 15. H 


gave them their Requeſt ; but ſent Leanneſs in- 


to their Soul. Pſal. Ixxxi. 12, J gave then 
up unto their own Hearts Luſt. We find 
God gave I/rae/! their With, Numb. xiv. 2. 
They ſaid, Would God that we had died-in | 
the Land of Egypt, ar would God we had 
died in the Wilderneſs * And Ver. 28, God, 
in his Judgmenr, takes them at their W. ord: 
Their Carcaſes fell there. Hence, God, 
in Love to us, many Times withholds from 
us what we would have, and what our 
Deſire goes out after, and gives us that 
which is better. God knows, that thro' 


the Weakneſs of our Faith, ind che Re, 


mainder of our Corruption, we are ſet u- 
pon theſe Things that would do us no 
cod. 


2 


Meditation 


H 2 
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Meditation eighth. Tho' Satan mav, for 
a Time, ſhake us in the Sieve of Tempta- 
tion; yet it ſhall not be long: It will be 
but like the ſifting of Wheat, a ſew 
Shakes, and fo ſet down again, Tho' 
Temptations be grievous, yet they thall 
be but for a Time; and then God will re- 
buke the Enemy: For God's Anger is but 
for a Moment. Rev 11 10. Fear none of 


theſe Things, which hou ſhalt ſuffer : Behold | 


the Devil jhail caſt ſome of you into . Priſon, 
that ye may be tried, and ye fball have Tribu- 
lation ten Days, &c. We have it limited 


ſome Times to two Days, Hof. vi 2. Af. 
ter two Days will he revive ns, &c. yea, 

ſome Times limited to an Hour, Rev. iii. 
xo. Becauſe thou has kept the Word of my Pa- 
tience, I alſo will keep thee from the Hour of | 


Temptation Yea, ſome Times limited to a 


little Moment, Ia. liv. J, 8. For a ſmall } 


Moment have I forſaken thee, but with great 
Mercies will I gather thee. In a little Wrath 


T hid my Face from thee for a Moment, &c. 


So that, tho* Satan may have Leave for a 


Time, to ſift and winnow you, it ſhall | 


be but for a ſhort 'Time: - And that upon 
the Accounts following, 1. Becauſe of 
God's Love to his Children, P/a/. citi. 13. 


Like as a Father pitisth his Children, ſo the | 


Lord pitieth them that fear him. 2. Be- 
caule, while they are afflifted, he is at- 
flicted in all their Afflictions, T/a. Ixiii. 
9. 3. God knows how frail we are, and 

how 
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how weak” to bear the Aſſaults of the E- 


nemy ; and therefore will nor ſuffer to be 


tempted above what we are able to bear. 


Pſal. ciii. 14 He knoweth our Frame, he 
remembreth that we are Duſt: And he will 
not contend for ever, neither be always wroth, 


left the pirit ſhould fail before him, and the 


Souls which he hath made, Tia. Ivii. 14. 


| He knows that, it the Rod of Affliction 
| and Temptation ſhould remain lang upon 


our Back, we would put forth our Hands 
to Wickedneſs, Pſa/ cxxv. 3. God knows, 
if the Temptation ſhould be long, we 
woul i weary and faint, P/a/. cxix. $2. 
Aline Eyes fail for thy Word, ſaying, When 
wilt thou comfort me Pal. cii. 2. Hide not 
thy Face from me in the Day when I am in 
Trouble, incline thine Far untd me: In the 
Day when I call, anſwer me ſpeedily. This 
is Egcouragement, that, tho' Trials be 
heavy, they ſhall not be long, at leaſt in 
their Extremity. 4. There is a Need be 
tor theſe Temptations for a Seaſon, 1 Pet. 
1. 6. that his People may be ſtirred up to 
more Earneſtneſs in ſeeking to God. So tis 
ſaid of Chriſt himſelf, when he was in 
an Agony, he 2 0 more earneftly, Luke 
xxii. 44. So does the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 


| Jxxxvili. 1, 2. O Lord God of my Salvation, 
I have cried Day and Night before thee. Let 
my Prayer come before thee, incline thine Kar 
unto my Cry. And when God's Children 

come and cry to him, he cannot but re- 
. heve 


| | 92 
Iieve them: As a tender Parent, when he 
hears his Child cry, he cannot but look 
to it, and ſee what it wants. Thus God, 
when the Children of Iſrael cry to him, 
Exod. iii. J, 8. I have ſurely jeen the Aſfuc- 
tion of my People, which are in Egypt, and 
have heard their Cry, by Reaſon of their 
Jask-maſters:. For I know their Sorrows. 
Aud I am come down to deliver them, &c. 
They have the Advantage of Interceſſions 
going up to God for them. 1 From their 
Fellow Brethren, pleading with God in 
a trying Time; they cannot let God alone, 
and ſo muſt be heard, Pſal. cii. 13, 14. 15, 
Sc. 2 From Chriſt the great Interceſſor, 
with God for the tempted Ones. He is 
always at God's Right-hand, pleading for 
them, and the Father cannot deny him; 
but will hear ſpeedily. Hence, every one 
of us thould look after our Intereſt in 
Chriſt, that we may be among his Simons, 
whom he will undertake for to God a- 
gainſt Satan; otherwiſe, how ſhall we 
ſtand? If the Simons, that belong to 
Chriſt, may come into Satan's Sieve, what 
ſhall. become of others? If the Righte- 
ous ſcarcely be ſaved, where ſhall the Sin- 
ner and Ungodly appear? Hence, ſee the 
Dury of believing, ye that are ſome Times 
aſſaulted by Satan. O] do not caſt away 
your Confidence. Be not caſt down, as 
if you were now caſt out of God's Fa- 
your. Tho' the Temptation be ſmart, it 
ſhall 
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{hall not be long. The Viſion is for an 
appointed Time; and it will ſpeak: There- 
fore wait with Patience. When the Trial 
is moſt grievous, the Deliverance is nea- 
reſt, O! how ſhort are your 'Tcerpra- 
tions, in Regard of what Satan would 
have, and would be at! Alſo, in reſpect 
of Eternity, Our lig ht Affliction, which is 
but for a Moment, wo: Ke for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal Ii eig ht of or), 2 Cor. 
iv. 1). 

Meditation ninth. However great and 
grievous Satan's Temptations may be, 
and however fierce his fiery Darts, Chriſt 
hath placed a But againſt them, that they 
ſhall not prevail altogether. The Gates 
of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt Zion 
God ſhall help, and that right early, par- 
ticularly, 1. When Matters come to an 
Extremity, and their Strength be almoſt 
quite gone, Deut. xxxii. 36, For the Lord 
hall judge his People, and repent himſelf for 
his Servants, when he ſeeth that their Power 
is gone, and that there is none ſhut up or left. 
2. When Men and Means fail, and the 
Help of theſe is vain, Pſa). cviii. 12. Matth. 
xvii. 16, 17. He remembers us when we 
are brought low ; Pſal. cxvi. 6. 3. When 
the Power of Satan and his Inſtruments has 
fo far prevailed, that now they think they 
are ſure to overcome, then will the Lord 
come with Deliverance. W hen Pharaob 
and his Hoſt have Jjrac/ hem'd n 
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them and the Red Sea, then God ſhew s 


his Salvation neareſt, when the Enemy s 


Hope is higheſt. Hence, ſee this thould 


encourage the Faith of God's Children 
under any Affliction or Temptation. Tho? 
they ſigh and groan at preient, yet they 
are to live by Faith on Chriit : For, when 
we are loweſt, and our Strength gone, 


and Means fail, and Enemies inſult, then 


is God's Time to help, and Chriſt's Time 
to ſet up his But in the Way. But I have 
prayed for thee. | Gal EN 

Meditation tenth. Our Strength and 
and Comtort, in an Hour of Temptation, 
lies not in any Grace already received, 
or in what is with us; but in what Chriſt 
hath prayed for, and is with him. Vour 
Relief lies in what I have prayed for; and 
I have prayed for thee, that thy Faith fail 


not, Matth. viii. 8. The Centurion ſaid, 


Lord, I am not worthy that thou ſhouldſt 
come under my Root; but ſpeak the Word 
only, and my Servant ſhall be healed: So, 
when we ſee. the Greatneſs of our own 
prevailing Corruptions, and the Little- 
neſs of our Faith, yet we may take En- 
couragement in this, That Chriſt hath 
prayed for us; That (may the Believer 
ſay) He hath prayed for me, and ſpoke 
a Word for me: And, if he but ſpeak 


the Word, I ſhall be healed. So, when 


the Prophet's Servant ſaw a great Hoſt, 
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be more with us than againſt us, 2 Rings 
vi. 16. Rom. viii. 34. It God be for us, 
who can be againſt us: So, when Moſes 
was praying for the People of Iſrael, 
when fighting againſt Amalek, Exod. xvii. 
11, 12. And when Aaron and Hur held 
up his Hand, and he prayed, then 1/rae# 
prevailed, Moſes, you know, was the 
typical Mediator; and there was that 
Force in his Prayer, that, while he was 
praying, the Iſraelites prevailed: And O how 
much more Power and Efficacy is there in 
the Prayer and Interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt. 
One Word of Chriſt can rebuke the Devil, 
and command him to be gone, as Mark 
xix. 25. Thou dumb and deaf Spirit, I charge 
thee to come out of him. © 

Hence, ſee the Reaſon we get not more 
Power over Satan, and our prevailing Cor- 
ruptions within us, or the Devil's Temp- 
tations without us; even becauſe we look 
too much to our own Strength, and look 
„too little to the Strength of Chriſt's Pray- 
er, and to the Grace of the Lord Feſns 
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-- | Chriſt. We, ſome Times, are ready to 
' || negle&t Duties and Ordinances, and at o- 
= | ther Times, lean too much to Duties and 
* Ordinances, and do not live by Faith u- 
1 pon Chrift Jeſus, in the Uſe of Means. 

Meditation eleventh. Satan cannot be 
1 more ready with his Deſires and Deſigns 
* 


againſt us, than Jefus Chriſt is ready in 
de lis Love and — and well prepared 
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to undertake for us. Satan hath deſired 


you, that he may ſift you » But inſtantly 


Chrift ſteps in to pray for us. And there 


is more Power and V irtue in Chriſt's Pray- 


er to help us, than there can be in Satan's 
Malice to hurt us. When the People of 
Iſrael were to go againſt Fericho, b == 
v. See how the Captain of the Lord's 
Hoſt ſtood with his drawn Sword in his 
Hand, ready to help them, Ver. 13, 14. 
Why, his People are his covenanted Ones 
in Chriſt, and his by Donation: They are 
ors to him. of the Father, that he thould 
ole none of them: Again, he is their 


elder Brother; and therefore he cannot 


endure to ſee his Brethren under the Power 


of the invious One, but will ſtep in tor 
their Help. 


Hence, our Strength lies in Chriſt his 


praying and appearing for us. So, When 


Foſhua came to ſtand before God, Satan 
was at his Right- hand: But then the Lord 
Jeſus prays for him, and rebukes the De- 
vil, Zech. iii. 1, 2. Rom. vill. 3, 4. It is 
Chrift that died: Yea rather, that is riſen 
again, and maketh Interceſſion for us. There 
is not one Day's Temptation, but we 
ſhould be overcome by it, were it not that 
Chriſt upholds, as tis ſaid, Mic. v. 5. 
This Man ſhall be the Peace. Habirual 
Strengh will not do againſt the grand En- 
nemy. He was too ſtrong for Adam, in 


Innocency; and he has manifold Advan- 


tages 
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tages more againſt us: For, 1. Our Gra- 


. ces are very weak. Adam, in Innocen 


when entring the Liſts with Satan, he bad 
a Power to | fem ſtood; and yet he was 
overcome. 2. We have a great Deal of 
Fleſh and Corruption; which Adam, in 
that State, had not. But the Prince of 
this World hath enough in us to ſide with 
him. Therefore we may eaſily be conque- 
red. 3. Satan can now come within us. He 
hath this Advantage, which he had not of 
Adam in Innocence: Therefore he can ſoon 
overcome us if left to ourſelves. 4. The very 
Corruption, that remains within us, would 
be too hard for our Graces; and much 
more, when Satan joins with theſe Cor- 
ruptions to attack us. Satan is very ſtrong, 

called, The ftrong Man: And how tha 
we Weaklings deal with ſuch a ftrong 
Man? He is called the God of this 
World ; how ſhall we ftand betore ſuch a 
God, if we had not the true God upon 
our Side, Immanuel? As Satan's Name, 
ſo his Nature, ſhews him to be ſtrong : 

He is an Angel by Nature. How fhall 
we ſtand our againſt an Angel of Dark- 
neſs, or againſt an Angel of Light? For 


he is both the one really, and the other | 

ſeemingly. 

- Why then, ſee the Need of betaking 

ourſe]ves ro Chriſt. We may be confident 

In him, tho' a Legion of Devils were a- 

gainſt us. He can diſcomfit them with a 
1 3 Word, 


— | 

Word, either by his _— immediate Word, 
or even by his miniſterial Word in the Pow- 
er and Strength of Jeſus, fur the Deſign of 
the Miniſtry of this Goſpel, Ads xxvi. 
18. is to open Men's Eyes, and to bring 
them from Darkneſs unto Light, and from the 
-- Power of Satan unto God. There is not one 
converted but hath many Devils caſt out of 
him. So that herein lies all our Strer gth 
even in flying to Jeſus, as Hezekiah did, 
Iſa. xxxvili. 14 J am oppreſſed, undertake 
for me. Go and plead with God, in Chriſt's 
Name, to undertake for you. O why do 
we pre ail ſo little over our Corrupti ons 
and Temptations, but becauſe we go not 
out of ourſelves more into Jeſus to under- 
take for us. If you would live by Faith 
on Chriſt, you ſhould not be ſo inſlaved 
to your Luſts. Give up yourſelves to 
him, and put yourſelves under his Shelter. 

O ſer the Power of Chriſt againſt the 
Power of Satin. I'Il tell you the Nature 
of the Devil's Power. 1. All his Power 
is but a derived Power. Tis but derived 
trom Chriſt, who can ſoon cut him ſhort. See 
Iſa. liv 16. Behold I have created the Waſter 
to deſtroy, Job xii 16 The Deceiver and De- 
ceived are his. It may be ſaid of the great 
Waſter of Souls, and the great Deceiver 
of Souls, he would not have any Power 
were it not given him. Thus our Saviour 
ſpeaks to Þ:/ate, Thou could/t have no Power 
az ainſi me, were it not given thee of uy fo- 
| Per * 
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ther Even ſo it may be ſaid of Satan's ' 
Power. 2. As his Power is a derived, ſo 
it is a conquered Power. It is already con- 
quered by Curift who hath judged the 
Prince of this World. 3. As it 18 a deri- 
ved and conquered, ſo it is a limited Power, 
Fob xxxvili. from Ver. 8. to Ver. 11. It 
is a limited Power in a double Senſe; 1. It 
is limited in regard he hath not the Power 
he would tain have; he would tain know 
what is in our Heart; he hath a good Gueſs 
at what is there; but he cannot ſearch the 
Heart: That is God's Prerogative. He 
would tain not only tempt us, but he 
would alſo have Power to force us to ſin; 
but this he hath not, he hath a tempting 
but not a compelling Power. He bids 
Chriſt caſt himfelf down, but he had no 
Power to caſt him down. So, he bids us 
caſt ourſelves down into the Mire of Sin; 
but he hath no Power to force us thereto. 

2. It is limited, in regard he cannot uſe - 
the Power he hath, any further than Chriſt 
will ſuffer him. 4. His Power is a ſub- 
ſervient Power. It is ſuch a Power as 
Chriſt Jeſus will ſerve himſelf in; tor 
Chriſt will turn Satan's Power to God's 
Glory. So 1 Cor. v. 5. When the inceſtu- 
ous Perſon was to be given up to Satan, it 
was but for the Deſtruction of the Fleſh, 
that the Spirit might be ſaved in the Day 
ot the Lord Jeſus Therefore, conſidering 
what a feeble and tributary Power, that 


ot 
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of Satan is, we need not fear him. Why, 
conſider the Power of Chriſt. He is the 
Power of God, and his Power is Almighty 
Power ingaged for us. We have then no 
Cauſe to fear the Power of Satan, if we 


will by Faith depend upon the Power of 


Chriſt; and, for your Help herein, con- 
ſider theſe four Things. 1. Ordinarily 


all our Trouble ariſes from queſtioning 


the Power of Chriſt, Numb. x1. 21. The 
People among whom I am are ſiæ hundred thou- 


fand Foot-men, and thou haſt ſaid, Iwill give 
them Fleſh that they may eat a whole Month. 


A probable-like Promiſe, might he ſay. 
Thus Martha and Mary, Fohn ii. 32. This 
was what they ſtumbled at, IF thou had/# 
been here, mv Brother had not died. As if 
: had not been as able to raiſe him 


when dead,' as to heal him while ahve. 
The? you think many Times you do not 


doubt ſo much of his Power, as of his Wil- 


lingneſs; yet the Truth is, this is the great 
Hindrance of our Faith, our doubting and 


nat depending upon the Power of God and 


ot Chriſt, when Matters come to a Pinch. 
2. The Holy Spirit of God eſpecially cells 
upon us to attend upon the Power of Chriſt, 
Heb. vii. 25. Wherefore he is able to ſave 10 
the uttermoſt all that come unto God by him, 
&c. Ifa. Ixin. 2. Who is this that cometh 
from Edom, with dyed Garments from Boſrah? 
This that is glorious in his Appearel, tra- 
velling in the Greatneſs of his er T 
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that ſpeak in Righteouſne/s, mighty to ſave. 
Look unto me and be ſaved, all the Ends of 
the Earth; for I am God and there is none elſe. 
3. We donot find in Scripture any heroick 
Inftance of the Faith ot God's People, 
wherein they did not eye. the Power of 
God. This was that which ſupported 
Abraham's Faith, Rom. iv. 21. He ftagger d 
not at the Promiſe, &c. Why ? Becauſe he 
was fully perſuaded that be who had promiſed 
was able to perform. See, in the Offering of 
his Son Iſaac, what ſupported him, Heb. 
xi. 19. He accoumed that God was able ts 
raiſe him up, even from the Dead. 4. Our 
Lord Jjeſus doth ordinarily ſo order Mat- 
ters in his great Work towards his People, 
that they and all By-ftanders may ſee that 
it muſt be the Work of his own Pov; 
2 Cor. i. 9. We had the Sentence of Death-m 
ourſelves that we ſhould not truſt in ourſetves, 
but in God who raiſeth the Dead © That we 
might ſee and acknowledge the mighty 
Power of Chriſt; and that hereby we may 
be incouraged in our Faith, to truſt in him 
tho? we ſee never ſo much Weakneſs and 
Inability in ourſelves ; and that we ma 
ſee, if we. be overcome, it is dee 
we go not duly to Chriſt for Strength: 
For he gives Power to the Faint, and io them 
that have no Might he increaſeth Strength. 
In a Way of coming to him, we ſhould 
be able ro grapple with our ſtrongeſt Cor- 
ruptions and Temptations. Let us not fear 
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Satan, but fly to him that ſays, I have 
prayed for thee thai thy baith f ail not. 

Meditation 7we/ftrb. That, whatever 
Grace in us Satan does moſt e:vy and in- 
vade, tnat Grace Chriſt Jetus will take 
moſt Care to ſtrengthen and detend. I 
Have prayed for thee, that thy Faith fail not. 
See 1 The wi. 5. For this Cauſe, when I 
could no longer forbear, I ſent to know your 
Faith, leaſt by ſome Means, the Jempier 


Have tempted you, and our Labour be in vain. 


There is no Grace that Satan envies and in- 
vades ſo much as this ot Faith. This, tho? 
not expreſſed, is naturally included in the 
Words. Our Lord ſeſus his Care is princi- 
pally to fortify that Part, which Satan does 
violently impugn; and that is our Faith. 
The Captain of Salvation does witely de- 
fend that Fort, which is moſt fiercely at- 
tacked. This is Satan's Method. Thus 
he began with the firſt Adam (by the Means 
of Eve) to make him not believe God's 
Threatning, Gen. iii. 4. He attempted A- 
dam's Faith: For he had Faith, whereby 
he believed all God's Truths, revealed or 
to be revealed: Tis paſt all peradventure 
there was in the Diſpoſition and Prepara- 
tion of his Mind, a potential Faith; even 
to believe the Promiſe of Chriſt, when it 
ſhould be manifeſted unto him: And, as 
all Sin was wrapt up in this one of Adam's 
Diſobedience; Pride, Ambition, Glutony, 
Unthankfulneſs, &c. So principally In- 

ws | fidelity, 
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fidelity, as the Inlet of all the reſt, Thus 
he attempted David, Pſal. 116. 1 ſaid in 
wy Haſte all Men are Liars, even the Pro- 
"A of God. Why, now he ſaw his 
Kidedoin deterred, his Enemies increaſed. 
He thought (but in his Haſte, not wait- 
ing God's Leiſure) that all Men are Liars. 
Thus he ſet upon our bleſſed Lord Jeius, 
Matth. iv. If theu be the Son of God ; it thou 
be Now Chriſt was tempted for our 
Sake, that he might give us, 1. Help, in 
compaſſionating that in us, which he had 
felt in himielt: He ſuffered, being temptea, 


that he mig ht be able to ſuccour them that are 


tempied. 2. Warning, to expect that the 
Enemy will not ſpare the Soldier; that 
ventured on the Captain. 3. Confidence 
and Hope that, as he conquered him fer 
us ; fo, he will conquer him by us. 4. 
Example; that we may be informed how _ 
he will aſſault us, and how we mult reſiſt 
him. His main Ordinance is planted a- 
gainſt the Bulwark of our Faith; the 
Point of his Sword, againſt the Preaſt- 
plate of Righteouſneſs and Helmet of Sal- 
vation, which is our Faith and Hope. This 
maniteſtly appears in all theſe .Examples 
wherein Veen hath prevailed over Men; 
by inordinate Fear of the Creature, to 
make them let go their Obedience and O- 
bligation to the Creator: As in Abraham, 
when lie told a Lie. Infideliry is the true 
Mother of baſe F . Hence ſays Ch iſt 

ä to 


to his Diſciples, O ye of little Faith, where- 
fore did ye fear And fo, to the Ruler of 
the Synagogue, about the enlivening of his 
Daughter; Fear not, only believe. Faith 


as a Lim, becauſe they know whom they 
| have belicved, and that the God whom they 
ferve is able to deliver them. 
Dueſt. Why does Satan moſt fiercely aſ- 
| ſault the Faith of a Chriftian? Anſ. 1. Be- 
cauſe there is more of the Power of God 
laid out upon this Grace, than upon any 
| Thing elſe almoſt, Fph. i. 19. 2. Satan 
knows thatꝰ tis the Spirit of God that works 
| this Faith in us; and he therefore envies 
[it, and oppoſes the Work of the Spirit. 
3. He knows that God is moſt delighted 
with this Grace, and glorified by it ; with- 
1 out which ' tis impoſſible to pleaſe him, and 
in the Exerciſe whereof he is ſtill pleaſed. 
| 4. Satan knows that of all other Graces 
Faith is the ſtrongeſt to overcome him: 


above all to vałe to us the Shield of Faith. 
And 1 John v. 4. tis faid, This 1s the Vi- 
Gory whereby we overcome the World, even our 
Faith. NES 
1 On the contrary, there is no Sin that 


By our Unbelief we blaſpheme God, and 


will magnify his Word above all his Name, 
Pal, cxxxviii. 2. But Unbelief * 
| bo LT SEE 18 
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baniſhes Fear, and makes the Righteous bold 


Therefore we are exhorted, Eph. vi. 16. 


does more undo the Soul, than Unbelief, | 


make him a Liar. He hath ſaid that he 
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his Word. Unbeliet is the 3 Sin, 


becauſe tis the Mother ot all Sin, Heb. iii. 
12. Take Heed, Brethren, left there be in any 
of you an evil Heart of Unbelief, in departing 
from the living G. When once we turn 
from God, then we ly open to all Sin. 
Therefore Satan, above all Graces, en- 
vies our Faith. 5. Faith is the moſt unit- 
ing Grace. It unites the Soul to God in 
Chriſt: Whereas, Unbeliet divides the 
Soul trom God. 6. As Faith furthers good 
Things ro us, Unbelief keeps outward 
good Things trom us, So, that Lord, on 
whoſe Hand the King leaned, rhat would 
not believe, he had no Benefit by the 
Plenty in Samaria, 2 Kings vii. It was Un- 
belief that hindered 14ſes from entering 
into the Land of Canaan. Therefore Sa- 
tan ſets himſelt moſt againſt our Faith. 
And, becauſe Satan ſets himſelf ſo much 
againſt our Faith ; therefore, Chriſt does 


moſt of all rake Care of our Faith. All 
the whole Word of God is written for 


the Encouragement and Strengthning of 
our Faith. Fohn xx. 31. Theſe Things are 
Written that ye might believe, &c. Hence 
there is no Objection can be made againſt 
believing in the Son of God bur there 1s 
an Antidote, ſomewhere'1n Scripture, to 
take away thele Objections. And, again, 
we may find that theſe very Ways that Sa- 
tan takes for the Weakning of our Faith, 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt by theſe very ar 
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does ſtrengthen our Faith. For Example, 
by theſe Temptations whereby he thinks 
to overcome us, by theſe Temptations 
Chriſt ſtrengthens our Faich ; 2 Cor. Xii. 7,8, 
9. lo as we thall ſee one Day that we could 
not have been without them. Again, Sa- 
tan thinks, by expoſing us in the World, 
to hurt us; theretore Chriſt, by theſe Op- 
politions, does us Good, i Cor. i. 5 697, 8,9. 

Hence learn the Excellency of Faith; 
altho* it ſeems the pooreſt and weakeſt 
Grace, the moſt beggarly ot all the Graces. 
Love brings Ointment to Chrilt's Head, 
and Repentance Tears ro waſh his Feet; 
bur Faith gives nothing, and brings no- 
thing to Chriſt: Vet it is deſigned to a 
higher Office than any other Grace : It is 
the Hand that receives Chriſt, and receives 
all from him. Thar can be {aid of Faith, 
that cannot be ſaid of any other Grace. 
Why, as it juſtifies, the ſame Thing may. 
be laid of Faith, and is really attributed 
to Faith that is attributed to Chriſt. Tis 
Chriſt that juſtifieth, and Chriſt that ſaveth: 
Yer, we are ſaid to be juſtiſied by Faith, 
and ſaved by Faith; not in Oppoſition to 
Chriſt, but to live by Faith is to live by 
Chriſt, to be ſaved by Faith is to be laved 
only by Chriſt, Again, in the Matter of Ju- 
ſtification, Faith is alone. No other Grace 
is ſaid to juſtify. Further, notice theſe 
Particulars. 1. Faith is that Grace by 
which we have Acceſs to God. "Tis many 
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Times with a poor Soul, as *tis with 2 
Ship that is totied in a furious Tempeſt, 
and cannot deſcry Land, Faith is like one 
getting upon the Top of the Maſt, and 
telling that he diſcovers the Haven. Ir 
brings Chriſt and the Soul together, 
2. As it is the Grace that brings us to 
Chriſt; ſo, it is the Grace that keeps Chriſt 
and the Soul together, and preſerves the 
Soul in Chriſt: Ye are kept Ly the Power 
F God, thro kaith. 3. Faith is the Grace 
that preſents us to God ſpotleſs and blame- 
lets, Faith receives the Righteouſneſs 
wherein we appear ſpotleſs before God, 
ſaying, In the Lord have I Rightecuineſs, 
4. Faith is the leading and commanding 
Grace. Ir leads forth all the other Graces 
that are in us. It is that holy Centurion, 
that ſays to one, Go, and he goes; to a- 
nother, Come, and he comes: For the 
Working of all the Graces is according to 
the Meaſure of Faith. 5. Faith is the 
binding and uniting Grace. Love alſo u- 
nites the Soul to Chriſt: But, tho' it be 
an uniting Grace the Union that Love 
makes is only a moral Union, as one Heart 
in two Bodies; but the Union that Faith 
makes is a myſtical Union: It makes us 
Iptritually and myſtically one with Chriſt. 
d. The Excellency of Faith is in this, that 
t is the one Grace that Chriſt eſpecially 
enquires after. Where is your Taub? is 


he great Queſtion. When a Storm ſeems 
| to 
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to drive Hope and Courage and all away, 
the Queſtion is, Where 1s your Faith? If 
thou wouldeft belteve, thou ſhouldeft ſee the 
Glory of God, If thou believeſt, all Things 


dre poſfeble to him that believeth. There are 
two Things our Lord is ſaid to wonder at. 
The one is, he wondered at their Unbe- 


lief, Mark vi. 6. He marvelled becauſe of 
of their Unbelief. Another is, he marvel- 


ed at the Centurion's Faith. So that it a 


pears, that Faith is that only Grace that 
Chriſt inquires after, and is careful about: 
Therefore it muſt be a Grace thar excels 
all the other Graces. 

On the contrary, we may hence ſee 
the Vileneſs of the Sin of Unbelief. 
As Faith is the moſt excellent Grace, fo 
Unbelief is the moſt abominable Sin. Why, 


1. Unbelief is ſeated in the moſt noble 


Part of the Soul: In the Underſtanding, 


It is Darkneſs; In the Will, Rebellion 


and Oppoſition to God. 2. Unbelief is a 
Seminary of all Kind of Evil. It lets out 
the Heart to all Manner of Sin. Tis the 
unbelieving Sinner that deſpiſes Heaven, 
and mocks at Hell. 3. Unbelief is a ſpi- 
ritual Self-murder. It is that which thuts 
out the Soul from Mercy, and that by re- 


jecting the Kindneſs of God, the Chriſt 


of God. 4. See what God ſpeaks of it, 
1 Fohn v. 10. He that believeth not God hath 
inade him Liar: as if there was no Heed 
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gard to what he ſays. Hence, Chriſt's 
greateſt Care is to have Unbeliet daſhed, 
and Faith turthered. I have prayed for thee, 
that thy Faith fail not. 
*Tis owing to the Mediation and Inter- 
ceſſion of Chriſt, that the Faith ot Diſci- 
ples, rho? it may feartully fag, yet it ſhall 
nor utterly fail. If you be leit to your- 
ſelt, Believer, you will fall; eſpecially, 
in a Day of Femptation, in pda. 
and lifting Time: But you are to expeC 
Keeping by the Power of God, and the 
Prayer of Chriſt. The Prayer of Chriſt 
is not only general for all Believers, 
but for particular Believers. J have 
prayed for thee, Which is an Encou- 
ragement for us topray tor ourſelves, and 
an Engagement upon us to pray tor others, 
Having hitherto ſpoken to the Premo- 
nition, there 1s next an Admonition here 
given to Peter, When thou art converted, 
ſtrengthen thy Brethren - On which I only 
offer the two following Meditations. 
Furt, In ſitting Times the Faith of Dif- 
ciples, If it do not tail, yet it may fag fo 
far as that they may need a new Conver- 
tion, We hear of many Converſions 
now a-Days, and would to God they 
were all true, and not deluſive. But here 
is one Mark of that Converſion that is but 
a Deluſion, if they are ſo ſure about their 
Converſion, as to think. they will never 
need another Converſion, I know no 
: C onverts 
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1 
Converts in Scripture but needed, as well 
as Peter, to be converted again and again. 
Some have been converted a hundred Times. 

Second Meditation. When Diſciples are 
a · new converted, they are not converted for 
themſelves only, and for their own Good, 
but for the Good and Benefit of their Bre- 
thren, and for the Advantage of the Church 
of God: To ſtrengthen them that ſtand, to 
prevent their falling, and to reſtore them 


that are fallen already, ard endeavour 


their Recovery. See the Fruit of Davia's 
new Converſion, P/al. li. 12, 13. Reſtore unto 
me the Fog of thy Salvation Aud uphold me 
with thy free Spirit. Then will Teach Tranſ- 
greſſors thy Ways, and Sinners {all be conver- 
ted unto thee. Ver. 18. Do good in thy good 
Pleaſure unto Zion: Bail thou ihe Walls 
of Jeruſalem. He hath a Concern tor the 

onverſion of others, and tor the rebuil- 


ding the Walls of Jeruſalem. Hence, that 


muſt be a wrong Converſion, that hath no 
Tendency toward the publick Good, but 
a Tendency to oppoſe a publick Retor- 
mation. 


I cloſe with a few Advices relating to, 
theſe ſifting and winnowing Times, 1. See 


that your Faith be ſuch a Faith as Satan 
fights againſt, and Chriſt prays tor. Sa- 
ving Faith is the Eye- ſore of Hell, but 
under the Care of Heaven. Oueſt. How 
ſhall I know if my Faith be of this Sort? 
Try your Faith by theſe following. Par- 
ticulars. 1, Have 
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1. Have you ever found an utter Im- 

ſſibility to believe; yea, the Power of 
1 in your Heart againſt it. Faith is 
a Fruit of creating Power, Epb. i. 19. And 
you are utter Strangers to Faith, if you 
never found a Power of Darkneſs and En- 
mity in you, and an utter Impoſſibility to 
believe. Have you ever found that you 


could as ſoon raiſe your Body to the ſtar- 


ry Firmament, as you could raiſe up your 
Soul to embrace Chriſt in the Goſpel ? 

2. Is it a Faith of the Lord's Operation? 
Hath the Lord carried you forth to be- 
lieve wich a ſtrong Hand? I/rae/ had all 
the Power of Egypt to withitand them: 
But the Lord ſent his. Word, and com- 
8 Deliverance. Ye are, by Nature, 

an Egypt of {piritual l What 
hath brought you out? Surely nothing 
but the Lord himſelf, the Power of God | 
Can you ſay, when you concluded that 
the dry Bones would never live, and that 
you was cut off, the Lord inſtructed you 
with a ſtrong Hand, and made you to be- 
lieve, 2 Theſf i. 11. We pray always for you, 
that our God would----------faifil all the good 
Pleaſure of his Goodneſs, and the Work of 
Faith with Power. 2 

3. Do you find the ſame omnipotent 
Power neceſſary to draw forth every Act 
of Faith, by which at firſt it was wrought. 
As no Inftrument can make itſelf; ſo it 


nor 
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not make yourſelf a Believer; ſo you 
cannot keep or maintain Faith, without 
a skilful powerful Hand. Is it the Lord 
himſelf that puts you in Tune? Other- 
wiſe you would concinue at a Stand for 
ever, and be as unable to put forth any 
one Act, as you was unable to plant Faith. 
Hence the Believer's Cry is, Awake O 
North Wind, and come thou South, blow upon 
my Garden, that the Spices thereof may flow 
out, Song iv. 16. Create in me a clean Heart, 
O God - ard renew a right Spirit within me, 
Pſal. li. 10 90 
4 Try the Qualities of your Faith, 
whether it be weak or ſtrong. If it be 
real and ſaving, it will be the Spring of 
ſpiritual Motion and Action: Any Thing 
Fou enjoy of the Influence of Grace, you 
enjoy it in this Way. Can you ſay, Ilive; 
1 not I, but Chriſt liveth in me; and the 
ite I live is by the Faith ot the Son of 
God. True Faith is the Root of Holineſs. 
As the Body without Breath is dead, ſo is 
Faith without Works. It ſets the Soul u- 
pon the mortifying of every Sin, and upon 
the Performance of every Duty, and the 
exerciſing of every Grace, and the bearing 
of every Croſs the Lord lays upon one's 
Back. True Faith breaths in Sanctification. 
This is the Element of every Believer, 
whether weak or ſtrong: Inſomuch that, 
when Sin and Luſts prevail, or lead them 
into Captivity, they are then out of their 
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5. Saving Faith makes every Thing diſ- 
appear but Chriſt, and is ſwaliowed up 
wholly in Chriſt. Grace itſelt diſappears: 
Faith itſelf diſappears; as the Stars, at the 
riſing of the Sun. M here one comes to a 
Court, it the King be not there, he is taken 
up with the View of the Houſe; but when 
the King is upon the Throne, then he is ta- 
ken up wholly with him. | 

6. Saving Faith is the Eye-ſore of Hell. 
*Tis a black Mark, if you enjoy your Faith 
quietly, without Oppoſition. When the 
Believer has ſcaped the Enemy by regene- 
rating Grace, Satan purſues him to the ve- 


ry Gates of Heaven, I have fought a good 


Fight, I have finiſhed my Courje, &c. 2 Tim. 
iv. 7. 

7. Saving Faith is, notwithſtanding, im- 
proven by theſe Trials. The Fire may melt 
down the Veſſel: But, while it is in the 


Fire, our gracious Lord firs a Refiner : 
Nothing is loſt, 1 Pez. i. J. hat the Trial of 


your Faith being much more precicus than of 


Gold that periſheth, tho it be tried with Hire, 
might be found unto Praiſe, and Fionour, and 
Glory, at the Appearing of Feſus Chriſt. 

8. The Man ſeeks to exerciſe Faith in 
every Thing: To read in Faith, to hear in 


Faith, to pray in Faith; yea, to plow in 


Faith; for wharſoever is nor of Faith is Sin; 
and without Faith *tis impoſſible to pleaſe 
God. If the Believer can get Faith exer- 
ciſed, tho” it were in a Dungeon, he is well, 
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tis like a Palace to hem: But when other- 
wile, all is wrong. 

2. A ſecond Advice I would give you, 
relating to theſe ſifting and winnowin 


Times is, Do not caſt yourſelf in the Way 


ot Temptations: Shun all Appearance of 
Evil; and do not ſpeak for Satan. Avoid 
the Company of Enemies and wicked Men, 
and if dinner entice thee, conſent thou not, 
Prov. i. 10. Yea, watch againſt the Snares 
that may be in the Company of the Godly 
in winnowing Times. Feter may be a 
Snare to draw away many with the Diſſi- 
mulation of the Time, and the Temptations 
of the Day. 9288 

3. Beware of being either Gallios or Ga- 
maliels at this Day. 

1 No Man ought to be of Gallows Tem- 
per, that cares for none of theſe Things 
that belong to the Teſtimony of the Day: 
As if the Affairs of the Doctrine, Worſhip, 
Diſcipline and Government of the Houle 
of God were light Matters. Satan ſeems 
at this Day, to be plotting eſpecially a- 
gainſt Chriſt's Government, as if his Do- 
&trine might be tolerate, but his Govern- 
ment were intolerable, or a very trivial 


and impertinent Thing, that no Man needs 


trouble his Head about. Satan ſeems 
content that Chriſt preach, providing he 
do not reign and rule; knowing his Do- 
ctrine will not be long uncorrupred, if his 
Government can be overturned. There- 
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fore, Men had little Need to be Gallios 
in this Matter. 


2. Men ought not to be of GamaliePs 
Temper. He was a grave, learned and 
peaceable Man, and hignly eſteemed among 
the People, a Man of great Wit and good 
Senſe. However, his Counſel was crafty 
and corrupt. He acted the Politician. He 
laid this down tor a Foundation, that the 
Work: was either ot God or of Man: If 
of Man, it would come to nought: If of 
God, it could nor be overthrown. Bur 
what was the 'Tendency of all this? Name- 
ly, to judge of Religion by Events, and, 


in the mean Time, to lie by, and do no- 


thing for the good Cauſe, but juſt leave it 
to the Providence of God. Thus many 
are for acting the Politician, and remaining 
Neuter, and halting between two Opinions. 
But whatſoever thy Hana findet h to do, do it 
with thy Might : for there is no Work nor De- 
vice, nor Knowledge, nor Wiſdom in the Grave, 
whether thou goeft, Eccl. ix. 10. Neglect 
not preſent Duty. 
4. Be watchful and armed. Let ſpiri- 
tual Watchfulneſs be joined with the ſpi- 
ritual Armour, Fph. vi. Let a Man be ne- 
ver ſo well armed, if he be afleep, his Ar- 
mour will do little Service. | 
In a Word, Would you be ſaſe ina Day 
of. Temptation? Then, endeavour, thro' 
Grace to make it ſure, that you are inte- 


ing 
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ing for you, Chriſt prays not for the 
World, Fohn xvii. 9. but for theſe that 
were given him What a Cordial would 
it be to you, could you take home to your- 
ſelf what Chriit here tays to Peter, I have 
praved for; hee, &c. Olleſt. How ſhall [be ſure 
he is pray ing tor me? . In order to have 
it made ſure to you, conſider that Word 
of Chriſt's Prayer, Feha xvii. 20. Neither 
pray I jor theſe alone, but for ali them alſh, 
that ſhall belicve thro their Rord. Chriſt is 
praying tor all them that do or ſhall be- 
lieve thro' his Word, which he calls Heir 
Nord: Our Word, that are Miniſters 
of the Goſpel. Oeſt. What Word? It 
is the Word of Reconciliation, commit- 
ted to us, that God was in Chriſt re- 
conciling the World to himſelf. Doſt 
thou believe thro* this Word? *Tis the 
Word that Chriſt was made Sin for you, 
that you might be made the Righteoufneſs 
of God in him. Tis the W ord of Salva- 
tion which is ſent to you, loſt Sinner. Doſt 
thou believe thro' this Word? *Tis a 
Word of Remrflion to you, guilty Sinner, 
ſaying, I will be mercitul to your Un- 
righreouſneſs, Doſt thou believe thro? 
this Word? O come to Jeſus in the Faith 
of this Word. Tis a Word of Liberty 
for you that are Caprives, ſaying, The 
Lord loveth the Priſoners : Therefore, 
ro forth, ye Priſoners of Hope, and be- 
lieve.this Word, Tis a Word of he oi 
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for the Weak, that 2 do nothing, and 
ha e no Might to do any Thing; a Word, 
ſaying, He giveth Power to the Faint, 
and to him that hath no Might he increaſeth 
Strength. O may you believe in him thro? 
this Word. Tis a Word of Lite ro the 
dead Soul, ſaying, I am tie Reſurrection 
and the Life; he that believeth in me tho? 
he were dead yer ſhall he live. O will you 
believe on him thro' this Word? *Tis a 
Word ot Help ro you that lay, you can- 
not believe, if it be not a Cannot ot Ob- 
ſtinacy, but of In potency, that you would 
fain be delivered from: *Tis a Word of 
Help, ſaying, I have laid Help upon one 
that is mighty, O will you have his help- 
ing Hand, and believe on him thro' this 
Word > This is What he calls their Word, 
1 pray for all them that ſhall belicde thro? their 
Word. And do you now believe > Then 
take home with you the Cordial for an- 
Hour of Temptation, namely, that, tho? 
Satan ſhould an hundred Times defire to 
have you, that he may ſift you as Wheat; 
yer Chriſt is ſaying to thee, to thee in par- 
ticular, I have prayed tor thee that thy 
Faith fail not. Therefore, tho? you ſhould: 
meet with a ſifting Trial or Temptation, 
that may lay you on your Back for a lit- % 
tle; yet you ſhall be recovered and con- 
verted again. And, when thou art con- 
verted, ſtrengthen thy Brethren. Do all 
the Good you can to your Friends and 
- Neigh- 
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Neighbours. Do all the Service you can 
in your Station to immortal Souls, and 
for promoting Religion and Retormation, 
onal and national. Beware of Peter's 
Self-confidence, ſay ing, Tho' all Men 
ſake thee, yet will not I; leſt, deldre 
the Cock crow, you deny him, and curn 
your Back upon him and his Cauſe. Ar- 
ply to yourſelf the Advertiſement and Ad- 
monition, here given to Peter, Simon, .- 
mon, Behold, Satan hath deſired to have you, 
that he may "ffs you as Wheat : But ] have 
| prayed for thee, that thy Faith fail not, and, 


when thou art converted, engthen thy 
Brethren. 
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